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Xlespatclica  f 

Government  House, 

Monrovia,  Jan.  29,  1S47. 

Sir: — By  the  good  barque  “Li- 
beria Packet,”  whicli  arrived  in  our 
harbor  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  inst. 
thirty-two  days  from  the  capes  of 
Virginia,  with  emigrants  and  stores 
for  this  place  and  Cape  Palmas — I 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  fa- 
vor of  the  1st  ultimo,  covering  roll 
of  emigrants,  &c.,  <fec. 

As  directed  by  you,  I have  located 
the  emigrants  for  this  part  of  Liberia 
— except  one  young  man  sent  out  by 
Mr.  Atkinson  of  Virginia,  who  de- 
sired him  to  locate  at  Millsburg  with 
a family  sent  to  the  colony  by  his 
sister  several  years  ago — at  Bexley, 
in  charge  of  Dr.  Smith,  who  accom- 
panied them  down,  and  who  will 
give  them  every  attention  in  his 
povver.  I have  also  employed  Mr. 
Benson  to  take  charge  of  their  stores, 
to  look  after  their  welfare,  and  to  at- 
tend to  the  managing  of  their  affairs 
during  the  six  months  they  are  to  re- 
main under  the  care  of  the  Society. 

The  arrival  of  the  Packet  with  Dr. 
Lugenbeel  and  the  passengers  on 
board  was  hailed  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. 

She  is  indeed  a first  rate  vessel,  in 
every  respect  well  fitted  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  passengers.  And 
Dr.  Hall  is  entitled  to  much  praise 
10 


rom  fthcrta. 

for  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
he  has  arranged  the  emigrant  apart- 
ment ; it  possesses,  as  far  as  I am 
competent  of  judging,  every  conve- 
nience necessary  to  health  and  com- 
fort. 

The  people  here  generally  are 
pleased  with  the  vessel,  and,  I be- 
lieve, with  the  enterprise — all  with 
whom  I have  conversed  on  the  sub- 
ject express  great  confidence  in  her 
success.  If  properly  managed  she 
will  no  doubt  do  a good  business, 
and  be  profitable  to  her  owners.  I 
understand  some  stock  will  be  taken 
here,  and  at  Grand  Bassa — what 
amount  I have  not  been  able  to  as- 
certain. It  is  my  intention  to  take 
a few  shares  if  I can  so  arrange  my 
money  matters ; to-morrow  I will 
write  you  further  on  the  subject. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  copies 
of  a communication  from  Captain 
Murray  of  her  Majesty’s  sloop  “Fa- 
vorite,” and  my  reply,  respecting  the 
light  in  which  England  regards  the 
sovereignty  of  these  colonies,  &c. 
&c.  Captain  Murray  was  very  civil 
and  expressed  himself  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

He  suggested  the  propriety  of  the 
people  of  Liberia,  in  the  event  of  a 
change  of  their  relations  with  the 
Society — proposing  a commercial 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  he 


132 


Despatches  from  Liberia. 


[May, 


thinks  would  bring  about  a speedy  ' 
recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Liberia  by  his  Government. 

Commodore  Read  arriving  here 
just  at  the  time  of  this  correspond- 
ence, I communicated  to  him  its 
character  and  requested  his  opinion 
in  regard  to  certain  principles  of 
common  international  law  laid  down 
by  Captain  Murray,  respecting  the  j! 
future  extension  of  our  territory,  i 
Accompanying  I send  you  a copy  of| 
the  commodore’s  reply,  containing! 
his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  contro-  j 
verted  points.  j 

I understand  he  has  written  a 
strong  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  i 
Navy,  respecting  foreign  interfer-  ■ 
ence  with  these  colonies,  their  com-  ' 
merce,  resources,  &c.,  and 

has  recommended  them  to  the  fa- 
vorable notice  of  his  Government. 

Before  leaving  for  Cabenda,  Com- 
modore Read  was  good  enough  to  or- 
der Captain  Pope,  of  the  U.  S.  Brig  ; 
“Dolphin,”  to  cruise  on  this  part  of  I 
the  coast,  to  watch  the  movements  of  I 
the  slavers  at  Gallenas,  and  to  vender 
every  assistance  to  the  colonies  con- 
sistent with  his  duty  as  an  American 
naval  officer.  I hoped  to  take  ad-  j 
vantage  of  the  Dolphin’s  cruise  on  j 
the  Liberia  coast,  to  visit  our  lee-  , 
ward  settlements,  and  to  negotiate  1 
with  the  natives  for  certain  interme- 
diate points  of  territory.  In  this, 
however,  1 have  been  disappointed. 
Immediately  on  receiving  the  order, 
Capl.  Pope  proceeded  on  a short 
cruise  to  leeward  showing  himself  off 
New  Cess,  Tradetown,  &.C.,  &c.  In 
a few  days,  however,  he  received  in- 
telligence of  the  arrival  of  an  Amer- 
ican barque  at  Cape  Mount,  under 
rather  suspicious  circumstances.  He 
felt  it  his  duly  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  that  place  to  watch  her 
movements,  where  he  has  remained 
ever  since,  and  where  he  will  prob- 
ably remain — as  the  objects  of  the 
vessel  referred  to  cannot  be  satisfac- 


torily ascertained — until  he  finds  it 
necessary  to  proceed  to  Porto  Praya 
to  fill  up  his  stores.  1 sincerely 
hope  that  Captain  Pope  may  not  be 
driven  to  that  necessity,  for  should 
he  leave,  and  if,  indeed,  it  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  vessel  to  take  slaves,  she 
will  have  a fine  opportunity  during 
his  absence — so  much  for  not  hav- 
ing a supply  of  naval  stores  at  this 
place. 

By  the  minutes  of  the  council, 
herewith  transmitted,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  a convention  has  been  or- 
dered to  meet  in  this  town  on  the 
first  Monday  in  July  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a constitution 
for  the  government  of  Liberia.  The 
new  government  will  probably  go 
into  operation  about  the  first  of  next 
year. 

The  subject  of  independence  was 
elaborately  discussed  before  the  Leg- 
islature at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  : — fears  were  entertained  that 
we  were  going  to  have  rather  a stormy 
time.  After  the  first  two  or  three 
days,  however,  members  began  to 
understand  each  other,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  progressed,  and 
measures  respecting  the  indepen- 
dence of  Liberia,  were  adopted  with 
great  unanimity. 

I send  you  copies  of  deeds  for 
three  tracts  of  country  purchased 
from  the  natives  in  December  last, 
being  portions  of  the  territories 
known  as  Timboo  and  Manna,  com- 
prising about  fifteen  miles  of  sea 
coast,  and  running  back  into  the  in- 
terior about  fifty  miles. 

The  sloop  “ Economy,”  which 
vessel  I purchased  a month  or  two 
ago  on  account  of  the  Society,  for 
$1,500 — left  here  on  the  25lh  inst., 
with  commissioners  and  a suitable 
assortment  of  merchandize  to  con- 
tinue our  purchases  of  territory  along 
the  coast.  I hope  by  the  next  op- 
portunity to  be  able  to  give  you  a 
good  account  of  our  doings,  notwith- 
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standing  the  increased  opposition  of 
foreign  traders  and  their  efforts  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  natives, 
and  to  break  off  our  negotiations 
with  them  for  territory.  1 find  that 
their  friendsliip  is  not  diminished, 
and  that  many  of  them  are  still  dis- 
posed to  cede  to  us  their  territories, 
and  incorpora  e tliemselves  with  the 
colonists.  I found  it  impossible  to 
prosecute  successfully  our  operations 
along  the  coast,  without  the  aid  of  a 
suitable  vessel — and  to  charter  one 
for  the  length  of  time  we  sliould  re- 
quire her  services  would  be  exceed- 
ingly expensive.  I therefore  con- 
cluded to  purchase  the  “ Kconomy” 
for  the  occasion  ; and  when  we  sliall 
have  finished  our  negotiations  to  sell 
her  to  some  of  our  traders,  thereby 
saving  an  expense  of  several  hun- 
dred dollars,  as  we  hope  to  obtain 
for  her  nearly  the  amount  she  cost 
us  originally,  independent  of  her 
services. 

You  will  regret  to  learn,  that  there 
has  been  an  unprecedented  flood  in 
the  Sinou  river,  during  the  past  rainy 
season,  which  has  caused  much 
damage  to  the  crops  of  natives  and 
colonists  settled  upon  its  banks.  The 
settlement  of  Reedsville,  situated 
four  miles  up  the  river,  was  com-  | 
pletely  inundated,  and  the  farms  for 
two  miles  around  were  four  feet  un- 
der water.  The  natives  were  gath- 
ered at  numerous  points  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  gazing  in  dismay 
upon  the  angry  flood  of  waters, 
which  far  exceeded  in  fearfulness ' 
any  thing  they  had  ever  before  be- 
held. I am  happy  to  inform  you, 
though  there  were  several  narrow 
escapes,  that  no  lives  were  lost.  It 
is  feared,  however,  that  the  great 
damage  the  crops  sustained  will  pro- 
duce during  the  present  season,  con- 
siderable suft’ering  in  that  part  of  the 
colony.  Indeed,  applications  have 
already  been  made  to  me  for  assis- 
tance, and  I regret  exceedingly  that 


I have  not  been  able  to  render  them 
that  assistance  which  their  situation 
seems  to  demand.  1 shall  however, 
give  tliem  all  the  aid  in  my  power. 
1 liave  determined  to  remove  the 
settlement  of  Reedsville  to  a more 
elevated  site  about  two  miles  east  of 
the  one  it  now  occupies,  and  have 
given  Mr.  Murray  directions  accord- 
ingly — which  he  will  carry  into  ef- 
fect immediately.  The  Rexes  are 
sadly  disappointed  in  not  receiving 
by  the  Packet  a portion,  at  least,  of 
the  amount  due  them  from  their  late 
master’s  estate.  It  is  indeed  sur- 
4)rising,  why  the  court  withholds  the 
amount  from  them. 

Have  you  ascertained  from  Mr. 
McLane  since  his  return  to  the  U. 
S.,  whether  the  documents  respect- 
ing the  seizure  of  the  “ .lohn  Seys” 
from  the  authorities  of  this  place, 
forwarded  to  the  British  Government 
under  cover  to  him,  were  ever  receiv- 
ed and  delivered  ? 

Willis  Helm  is  very  much  morti- 
fied and  annoyed  at  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  been  duped,  with  re- 
spect to  certain  statements  contained 
in  a letter  sent  by  him  to  his  friend 
in  Virginia.  Not  being  able  to  write 
himself,  he  procured  the  assistance 
of  a friend  (a  foreigner  he  says,)  to 
write  for  him,  but  he  declares  that 
he  never  authorized  the  erroneous 
statements  in  question,  and  intends  to 
have  them  corrected. 

I believe  he  intends  writing  to  }'ou 
by  this  conveyance,  detailing  some 
curious  facts  connected  with  the  au- 
thorship of  that  letter. 

Thinking  that  a larger  number  of 
emigrants  than  those  by  the  Packet 
would  probably  arrive  in  the  vessel 
from  New  Orleans,  to  sail  about  the 
20th  December  for  the  Kentucky 
settlement — it  was  thought  advisable 
that  Dr.  Lugenbeel  should  remain  to 
lake  charge  of  them. 

I this  moment  received  a note  fror« 
Captain  Pope,  of  the  U.  S.  Brig  Dol« 
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phin,  off  Cape  Mount,  in  which  he 
says,  “ Capi.  Canot  says  he  is  desi- 
rous to  sell  Cape  Mount — and  will 
let  the  colony  have  it  for  five  thous- 
and dollars  less  than  he  offered  it  to 
the  English.”  He  declares  it  to  be 
hi.«  determination  to  quit  this  part  of 
the  country:  where  he  intends  going 
1 know  not,  but  conjecture. 

I am  confident  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  ship  tlie  slaves  at  the  Gal- 
lenas.  I have  strong  suspicions, 
<fec.,  &c.;  and  I regret  exceedingly, 
that  I am  not  in  a faster  sailing  ves- 
.sel  than  the  “ Dolphin.”  I see  that 
the  President  in  his  message  to  Con- 
gress, recommends  the  employment 
of  one  or  more  steamers  on  foreign 
stations.  A steamer,  attached  to  the 
African  squadron  would  no  doubt 
render  incalculable  service,  could  be 
employed  to  greater  advantage  than 
on  any  other  coast. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obed’t  servant, 

J.  J.  ROBERTS. 
Rev.  W.  McLain, 

Secretary  Am.  Col.  Society, 
Washington  City,  U.  S.  A. 

Government  House, 
Monrovia,  Feb.  6,  1847. 
Sir: — In  my  despatch  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  you  will  notice  an  extract 
from  Capt.  Pope’s  note  to  me  of  Jan- 
uary 23d,  in  which  reference  is 
made  to  Capt.  Canot’s  willingness  to 
sell  Cape  Mount  to  the  colony,  <kc. 
<fec.  I beg  to  call  your  particular 
attention  to  that  subject,  and  request 
that  you  will  instruct  us  as  to  the 
course  proper  to  be  pursued  in  re- 
gard to  any  proposition  he  may  make 
respecting  the  sale  of  it. 

Captain  Canot,  I understand,  finds 
himself  and  property  very  insecure 
at  Cape  Mount,  and  has  detetmined 
to  abandon  the  place.  He  has  not 
dared  to  land  any  part,  or  but  a small 
portion  of  the  cargo  brought  out  by 
him  from  the  United  States.  Prince 


Cane,  a powerful  and  influential  chief 
in  that  country,  threatens  to  seize 
any  goods  he  may  land.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  Cane  is  under  foreign  in- 
fluence and  instigated  by  it  to  pursue 
the  course  he  has  adopted  in  regard 
to  Canot’s  operations. 

We  are  under  renewed  obligations 
to  Commodore  Read  for  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  responded  to  our 
request,  to  allow  one  of  the  vessels 
under  his  command  to  cruise  for  a 
short  time  on  the  coast  of  Liberia  ; 
and  to  render  the  authorities  here 
any  assistance  in  his  power  to  facili- 
tate their  negotiations  with  the  na- 
tives for  territory. 

1 herewith  enclose  to  you  our  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject,  which 
will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  good 
feelings  entertained  by  officers  of  the 
U.  S.  Squadron  towards  the  colonies. 

I should  like  very  much  to  own  a 
few  shares  of  the  Liberia  and  Clies- 
apeake  Company  stock,  and  shall  be 
glad  if  you  can  make  it  convenient 
to  purchase  on  my  account,  five  or 
ten  shares  as  you  may  think  best. 

General  Lewis  talks  of  taking  a 
few  shares,  and  will  write  to  you  on 
the  subject  by  this  vessel.  Accom- 
panying, you  will  receive  accounts 
from  the  colonial  warehouse  for  the 
quarter  ending  31st  December,  1846. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obed’t  servant, 

J.  J.  ROBERTS. 
Rev.  Wm.  McLain, 

Sec'y  and  Tr.  A.  C.  S. 

Washington  City,  U.  S.  A. 

LETTER  FBON  A BRITISH  OFFICER — COM- 
MANDER MURRAY. 

H.  M.  Sloop  Favorite, 
Messurado,  Dec.  8th,  1846. 

Sir: — Acting  under  the  orders  of 
Commodore  Sir  Charles  Ilotham, 
R.  C.  B.,  I have  come  here  to  invite 
you  to  furnish  me  with  information 
regarding  the  present  state,  and  fu- 
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ture  prospects,  of  the  interesting 
Colony  of  Liberia. 

1.  In  the  first  instance,  I have 
to  request,  that  you  will  permit  me 
to  construct  a chart  of  the  line  of 
coast  occupied  by  the  Liberians,  in 
which  to  mark  the  territories  now 
iq  their  possession,  and  clearly  show 
the  connection,  or  separation,  which 
may  exist  between  the  several 
points,  together  with  the  distance 
inland,  the  names  and  positions  of 
the  various  settlements,  and  such 
information  with  regard  to  the  state 
of  the  population,  cultivation  and 
development  of  the  diflerent  districts, 
as  you  may  be  willing  to  give  me. 

2.  Should  you  consent  to  the 
construction  of  such  a chart,  1 
will  furnish  you  with  a copy,  and 
will  request  your  signature  to  the 
original,  and  I trust  you  will  not 
think  that  I ask  too  much  if  I 
demand  to  see  the  title  deeds  by 
which  are  held  the  territories  in 
question. 

3.  I have  further  to  inform  you, 
that  England  recognizes  your  right 
to  these  territories,  if  legally  pur- 
chased from  the  rightful  owners  of 
the  soil,  regarding  you  in  the  light  of 
a society,  or  private  company  of  tra- 
ders or  settlers  ; but  that  in  no  case 
can  she  admit  the  exercise  of  sove- 
reign rights,  in  which  may  be  inclu- 
ded the  payment  of  custom  dues. 

4.  The  facts  of  your  having  con- 
structed a light  house,  and  of  main- 
taining a light  on  Cape  Messurado, 
of  the  canal  now  in  progress  to  con- 
nect the  river  with  the  sea,  and  the 
intended  breakwater  to  protect  it,  I 
consider  as  efforts  such  as  to  justify 
your  levying  the  tax  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars on  each  vessel,  which  opens  a 
trade  with  the  colony ; but  I must 
clearly  reserve  the  right,  of  at  least 
remonstrance,  should  that  tax  be 
increased,  or  remitted  in  favor  of 
any  other  nation,  than  Great  Bri-j 
tain. 


5.  I need  scarcely  mention,  that 
common  international  law  does  not 
allow  the  claim  to  territory  which 
may  have  been  only  partially  pur- 
chased and  occupied  in  detached 
portions  ; and  as  I have  reason  to 
believe  that  on  some  parts  of  the 
coast,  within  or  between  your  limits, 
British  subjects  have  acquired  rights 
of  property,  such  as  the  sites  of 
factories,  it  is  obvious  that  such 
I rights  must  be  respected  in  the 
i|  event  of  5^our  purchasing  the  lands 
I surrounding  the  sites ; and  it  be- 
ll comes  my  duty  to  disallow  the  lega- 
! lity  of  a purchase  should  the  previ- 
N ous  occupant  have  been  a subject 
j of  Great  Britain  and  the  sale  have 
j been  made  over  his  head,  without 
j his  concurrence. 

i|  G.  Any  answer,  which  you  may 
j;  favor  me  w'ilh,  to  this  communica- 
I tion,  I shall  receive  with  much  plea- 
sure, and  shall  lose  no  time  in  for- 
warding a copy  thereof  to  my  su- 
perior officer, — and,  with  the  utmost 
respect, 

I remain,  sir. 

Your  obed’t  servant, 
ALEX.  J.  MURRAY, 
Com.  of  H.  AT.  S.  Eavorite. 

A true  copy : 

J.  N.  Lewis,  Col.  Sec'y. 

GOV.  ROBEKTS’  RETI-Y  TO  THE  PRECED- 
ING. 

Governme.vt  House, 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  Dec.  10,  1846. 

Sir: — I have  the  honor  to  ack- 
nowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  Sth  inst. ; in  which  j'ou  re- 
quest permission  “ to  construct  a 
chart  of  the  line  of  coast  occupied  by 
the  Liberians,  in  which  to  mark  the 
territories  now  in  their  possession ; 
that  I would  attach  my  signature  to 
such  a chart,  and  allow  you  to  ex- 
amine the  title  deeds  by  which  are 
held  the  territories  in  question.” 
You  have  also  been  pleased  to  say, 
that  England  recognizes  our  right  to 
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these  territories,  if  legally  purchased 
from  the  rightful  owners  of  the 
soil:  regarding  us,  however,  only 
in  the  light  of  a society,  or  private 
company  of  traders,  or  settlers  ; but 
that  in  no  case  can  she  admit  the 
exercise  of  sovereign  riglits,  in 
which  may  be  included  the  payment 
of  custom  dues.” 

Further,  ‘■•that  common  interna- 
tional law,  does  not  allovv  the  claim 
to  territory  which  may  have  been 
only  partially  purchased,  and  occu- 
pied in  detached  portions  ; and  that 
in  the  event  of  this  Government 
purchasing  the  lands  surrounding 
sites  of  factories  in  which  Brilisli 
subjects  have  acquired  rights  of  pro- 
perty, it  will  be  your  duty  to  dis- 
allow the  legality  of  such  a pur- 
chase, if  made  over  the  heads  of  or 
obtained  without  the  concurrence  of 
such  British  subjects.” 

In  answer  to  your  request  to  con- 
struct a cliart,  &,c.,  I have  great  satis- 
faction in  assuring  you,  sir,  that  no 
objections  are  or  could  be  entertain- 
ed ; nor  have  we  any  objections  to 
exhibiting  the  title  deeds  by  which  are 
held  the  territories  claimed  by  this 
Government.  I must,  however,  un- 
til informed  for  what  purpose  ray 
name  is  required,  beg  to  decline 
j)lacing  my  signature  to  the  chart 
you  propose  to  construct.  The  light 
in  which  England  regards  these  colo- 
nies in  their  present  connection  with 
the  American  Colonization  Society 
has  already  been  the  subject  of 
protracted  correspondence  between 
some  of  her  Majesty’s  naval  officers 
on  this  station  and  the  authorities 
at  this  place.  I therefore  beg  that 
you  will  excuse  me  from  enter- 
ing again  upon  the  discussion  of 
this,  at  least  to  us,  vexed  question, 
especially  as  the  subject  of  our  re- 
lations with  the  Colonization  Socie- 
ty is  now  under  consideration  here, 
and  probably  in  a few  months,  mea- 
sures, recommended  by  the  Society, 


will  be  adopted  by  the  people  of 
these  colonies — which  will  of  course 
change  our  present  relations,  and 
place  Liberia  in  a less  anomalous 
position. 

I need  not  remind  you,  sir,  of  the 
object  of  the  people  of  these  colonies 
in  expatriating  themselves,  and  set- 
tling upon  this  distant  coast,  in  their 
opinion,  the  only  asylum  for  their 
oppressed  race. 

Here  they  hoped  to  found  a Re- 
public— a Government  emphatically 
their  own  •,  where  they  and  their 
children  might  enjoy  undisturbed 
civil  and  political  rights,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  introduce  among  the  bar- 
barous tribes  of  this  coast  the  great 
blessings  of  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity ; and  expel,  at  least  from 
these  western  shores,  the  abomina- 
ble traffic  in  human  flesh.  To  ef- 
fect these  great  objects,  it  has  ever 
been  our  cherished  purpose  to  ob- 
tain from  the  natives — alwai/s  by  fair 
purchase — the  entire  line  of  coast 
from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Palmas 
inclusive.  Happily  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  the  largest  por- 
tion of  this  territory,  and  are  now 
in  treaty  with  the  natives  for  most 
of  the  remaining  unpurchased  points, 
and  hope  in  a few  months  to  be 
able  to  extinguish  the  native  title  to 
all  the  lands  lying  between  the  points 
mentioned  above.  If  in  acquiring 
these  points,  we  should  purchase 
lands  surrounding  sites  of  factories 
owned  by  British  subjects  or  other 
foreigners,  legally  purchased  from 
the  rightful  owners  of  the  soil,  they 
will  most  assuredly  be  respected. 

I apprehend,  however,  that  we 
shall  not  he  required  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  British  subjects  before 
we  are  permitted  to  purchase  lands, 
which  do  not  belong  to  them,  and 
over  which  they  have  no  control. 

And,  sir,  will  not  the  principle  of 
“common  international  law,”  which 
you  have  called  our  attention  to,  ap- 
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ply  as  well  to  such  purchases  ofl 
individuals  as  any  which  may  be  I 
made  by  tiiis  Government;  or,  if i 
you  please,  to  a society  or  company  ! 
of  traders  ? It  is  hoped,  however,  j 
that  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  with  | 
any  foreign  traders,  in  that  respect ; | 
and  tliat  no  foreign  power  will  inter- 
pose or  throw  embarrassments  in 
the  way  of  our  obtaining  the  extent 
of  coast  in  question.  Indeed,  to  be 
interrupted  in  these  negotiations,  by 
any  foreign  power,  would  be  disas- 
trous to  our  fondest  hopes. 

Already  these  colonies  have  done 
much  for  Africa,  perhaps  more  than 
has  been  accomplished  by  any  other 
measure — especially  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade. 

Slavery  cannot  exist  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Liberia,  and  every 
purchase  of  territory  by  this  Gov- 
ernment inflicts  a mortal  wound  to 
the  accursed  traffic.  I hesitate  not  to 
say  that  had  we  the  means  at  com-j 
maud  to  purchase  the  territory  on 
which  the  foreign  slave  trade  is  con- 
ducted, in  less  than  two  years  we 
could  effectually  abolish  it  from  this 
part  of  the  African  coast. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obed’t  servant, 

J.  J.  ROBERTS, 
Gov.  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Liberia. 

Capt.  Alex.  J.  IMurrav, 

H.  M.  S.  Favorite, 
Messurado  Roads. 

A true  copy : 

J.  N.  Lewis, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Government  House, 

Monrovia.!  14,  1846. 

Sir: — As  you  are  aware,  consid- 
erable amount  of  money  has  been  j 
raised  in  the  United  States  by  vol- 
untary subscription,  to  assist  the  peor  | 
pie  of  these  colonies  in  extinguish- 
ing the  native  title  to  all  the  lands 
lying  between  Cape  Palmas  and  Cape 


Mount.  In  accomplishing  which, 
we  have  succeeded  to  some  consid- 
erable extent.  During  the  last  year  we 
have  purchased  from  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  about  sixty  miles  of  sea 
coast.  Foreign  traders,  1 learn,  have 
become  displeased  at  this,  and  are 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  prejudice 
the  natives  against  entering  into  fur- 
ther negotiations  with  us,  by  whicli 
means  they  hope  to  defeat  our  pur- 
pose. Recent  developments,  too,  de- 
monstrate to  us,  that  we  have  not 
only  to  contend  with  traders  anil 
merchants,  but  that  two  powerful 
nations  are  disposed  to  possess  them- 
selves of  a part  at  least,  of  the  terri- 
tory in  question.  Therefore,  no  time 
should  be  lost  by  this  Government  in 
concluding  its  negotiations  with  the 
natives. 

In  this  emergency,  sir,  the  mere 
presence  of  an  American  armed  vessel 
would  be  of  infinite  service  to  this 
colony,  and  greatly  facilitate  our  nego- 
tiations with  the  natives,  and  no  doubt 
be  the  means  of  preventing  improper 
inteiference  on  the  part  of  foreigners. 
May  I therefore  request,  sir,  as  you 
very  kindly  on  your  first  arrival  at 
this  place  offered  to  the  authorities 
any  assistance  in  your  power — con- 
sistent with  your  duty  and  the  inter- 
est of  your  government — that  you 
will  allow  one  of  the  vessels  under 
your  command  to  cruise  at  least  four 
or  five  iveeks  on  this  part  of  the  coast, 
and  render  us  any  assistance  you  may' 
be  pleased  to  direct. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ROBERTS. 
Commodore  G.  C.  Read, 

Commandins  U.  S.  Squadron 
West  Coast  of  Africa. 

U.  S.  Frigate  “ United  States.” 
Messurado  Roads,  Dec.  16, 1846. 

Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  14th 
inst.  has  been  received. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to 
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Commander  Pope,  of  the  “Dolphin,”  I 
to  meet  your  wishes  in  regard  to  the  f 
presence  of  a man-of-war,  when  you  j 
may  find  a suitable  occasion  to  ne-  j 
goliate  the  purchase  of  tlie  terri- ' 
tory  which  lies  between  Cape  Mount  l 
and  Cape  Palmas,  the  title  to  which  j 
has  not  yet  been  extinguished. 

Commander  Pope  will  give  you 
every  facility  that  can  be  aflordedby  | 
an  American  naval  officer.  Put  it  is  | 
necessary  to  remind  you,  that  Com- 
mander Pope  will  not  probably  be 
able  to  remain  on  this  part  of  the 
coast  beyond  the  middle  of  February,  j 
in  consequence  of  the  stores  at  this  | 
place  being  nearly  exhausted.  j 

Hoping  that  you  may  succeed  to  ! 
the  extent  of  your  wi.shes  in  extin- 
guishing the  native  title  to  all  the  i 
lands  between  Cape  Mount  and  Cape  i 
Palmas,  [j 

I am,  very  respectfullj’-,  j 

Your  obed’t  servant, 

GEO.  C.  READ, 
ComcVg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces 

TVest  Coast  of  ^Sfrica.  ! 
To  Gov.  J.  J.  Roberts.  ! 

U.  S.Brig  Dolphin, 

Harbor  of  Monrovia,  Dec.  15,  1846- 
Sir: — I am  directed  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  African  squad- 
ron. to  remain  on  this  part  of  the 
coast,  and  to  offer  you  every  facility 
consistent  with  my  duty  as  an  Ameri- 
can naval  officer,  for  the  acquisition  < 
of  such  territory  between  this  place 
and  Cape  Palmas  as  the  Colony  of 
Liberia  may  desire  to  possess. 

I have  to  request,  that  you  will 
please  to  inform  me  what  places  you 
wish  to  visit.  And  I cheerfully  offer 
von  the  accommodations  of  my  cabin, 
i am  ready  for  sail,  and  wail  your 
pleasure. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE,  Comd->r. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Roberts, 

Gov.  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia.  | 


Government  House, 
Monrovia,  Dec.  16,  1846. 

Sir  : — I have  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  yesterday.  Commodore  Read  has, 
as  appears  from  your  letter  to  me, 
laid  the  people  of  these  colonies  un- 
der renewed  obligations  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  to 
himself  by  permitting  one  of  the 
vessels  under  his  command  to  remain 
on  this  part  of  the  coast — and  charg- 
ing you  witli  the  duty  of  offering  any 
facilities,  consistent  with  the  duty  of 
an  American  naval  officer,  to  the  au- 
thorities of  Liberia,  in  negotiating 
with  the  natives  for  certain  territories 
lying  between  this  place  and  Cape 
Palmas. 

My  most  cordial  thanks  are  due, 
and  I beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept 
them  for  the  tender  of  the  accommo- 
dations of  your  cabin.  As  our  fis- 
cal year  is  about  closing,  and  I have 
many  accounts  and  reports  to  pre- 
pare for  the  Legislative  Council 
which  meets  early  in  January — it 
will  be  quite  impossible  for  me  to 
leave  Monrovia  short  of  eight  or  ten 
days.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  impor- 
tant— as  information  reached  me  last 
evening,  that  efibrts  are  now  being 
made  by  an  English  trader  to  induce 
the  natives  at  Timboo  to  discon- 
tinue their  negotiations  with  us,  and 
allow  him  to  purchase  the  territory — 
that  an  agent  of  the  colony  sliould 
visit  that  place  and  conclude  a pur- 
chase as  early  as  possible. 

Would  it  therefore  be  agreeable  to 
you,  sir,  to  receive  on  board  your 
vessel  General  Lewis,  and  convey 
him  to  Timboo  for  that  purpose  ? If 
so,  he*  will  be  ready  to  embark  to- 
morrow at  any  time  you  will  name. 

The  points  we  wish  to  purchase, 
ami  which  I am  anxious  to  visit  for 
that  purpose,  are  New  Cess,  Trade 
Town,  Manna,  Sawquin,  Settra  Kroo, 
[Grand  Cess, and  one  or  two  less  im- 
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portant  points  in  the  South,  a part  of 
Little  Cape  Mount,  and  Grand  Cape 
Mount  in  the  North. 

I am,  sir,  your  obed’t  servant, 

J.  J.  ROBERTS. 

To  Captain  John  Pope, 

U.  S.  Brig  Dolphin, 

Messurada  Roads. 

U.  S.  Brig  Dolphin, 
Messurada  Roads,  Dec.  1 7,  1846. 

Sin  : — I have  received  your  com- 
munication of  the  16th  inst.,  in  which 
you  ask  if  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
me  to  receive  General  Lewis  on 
hoard  this  vessel,  and  convey  him  to 
Tiinboo  for  the  purpose  of  making 
some  negotiations.  In  reply  I have 
to  state,  thatit  will  notonly  be  agree- 
able, but  will  afford  me  much  plea- 
sure so  to  do ; and  I beg  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  with 
General  Lewis,  and  say  to  him,  that 
I should  like  to  have  him  come  on 
board  as  early  to-morrow  morning  as 
his  arrangements  will  permit ; and 
that  a boat  shall  be  at  his  service  at 
any  hour  he  may  name  after  day- 
light. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obed’t  servant, 
JOHN  POPE,  Comd'r. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Roberts, 

Gov.  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia. 

LETTER  FROM  DR.  LUGENBEEL. 

Monrovia,  Liberia, 
February  8,  1847. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  : — I embrace 
the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  “ Liberia  Packet,”  to  send 
you  a hastily  written  communication; 
my  time  being  so  much  occupied, 
that  I cannot  give  that  attention  to  my 
correspondents  which  I desire.  Be- 
sides, I have  already  suffered  so 
much  in  Africa,  in  consequence  of 
letter-writing,  that  prudence  warns 
me  to  be  more  cautious  in  future. 

After  a delightful  voyage  of  thirty- 
four  days  and  a half  from  Baltimore, 


we  “let  go  anchor”  in  the  harbor  of 
Monrovia,  on  the  night  of  the  6th 
ultimo.  The  first  half  of  the  voy- 
age was  rather  stormy,  the  “ moun- 
tain waves”  rolling  in  awful  gran- 
deur; but  we  were  so  comfortably 
situated  on  board  the  Packet,  tliat  we 
experienced  very  little  inconvenience 
on  that  account.  Altogether  we  had 
a very  pleasant  time,  in  a very  pleas- 
ant vessel,  commanded  by  a very 
pleasant  captain.  We  passed  near 
several  of  the  Cape  Verd  Islands,  so 
near  one  of  them  as  to  be  able  to  see 
the  half-starved  inhabitants  throng- 
ing the  beach,  to  look  at  our  beauti- 
ful vessel,  as  she  passed  the  rocks 
and  sands  and  barren  lands  of  the 
Isle  of  May.  If,  instead  of  the  per- 
plexing calms  which  we  experienced 
after  having  passed  the  Islands,  we 
had  a gentle  breeze,  we  might  have 
made  the  passage  in  less  than  thirty 
days.  But  1 always  look  out  for 
calms  and  squalls  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica. If  we  had  not  experienced  any 
calms,  I should  have  doubted  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  chronometer.  What 
do  you  think  of  one  of  the  Ameri- 
can men-of-war  making  the  passage 
from  Porto  Prayato  Monrovia 'm for- 
ty-eight days  ! 

On  my  arrival,  I found  the  Legis- 
lature in  session,  and  the  honorable 
members  engaged  in  discussing  the 
subject  of  the  sovereignty  of  Liberia. 
And  f think  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  subject  has  been  decided,  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  wisdom  and  judg- 
ment of  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  You  will  doubtless  receive 
from  the  proper  authorities,  all  the 
particulars  relative  to  the  action  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  Legislature  on 
the  subject.  I will  simply  remark, 
that  it  was  discussed  in  the  Legisla- 
ture with  all  that  calmness  and  con- 
sideration which  its  weight  and  im- 
portance demanded ; and  that  the 
people  generally  are  well  convinced, 
that  they  are  about  to  assume  a 
solemn  and  weighty  responsibility. 
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The  postponement  of  the  subject  for 
a year  longer,  and  the  preliminary  ; 
steps  which  have  been  taken,  and 
which  are  yet  to  be  taken,  prepaia-  i 
tory  to  a formal  declaration  of  sove- 
reignty and  independence,  evince  a 
coolness  of  decision,  and  a degree  of 
dispassionate  consideration,  which 
are  highly  commendable.  My  fears 
relative  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
measure  are  less  than  they  formerly 
were.  And,  although  the  little  ship 
of  state  may  be  fearfully  tossed  upon 
the  agitated  waves  of  political  excite- 
ment, yet  I hope,  that  she  may  out- 
ride every  storm — that  the  cross  and 
stripes  may  yet  be  wafted  by  the 
breezes  of  other  climes — and  that 
the  Republic  of  Liberia  may  yet  take 
her  stand  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  demonstrate  to  the  world 
the  truth  of  the  disputed  problem — 
that  the  ability  of  self-government 
does  not  depend  on  the  cutaneous 
hue  ; if,  indeed,  the  problem  has  not 
already  been  demonstrated. 

Mr.  Smith  accompanied  the  emi- 
grants to  Bexley,  who*  came  out  in 
the  Packet.  Gov.  Roberts  did  not 
think  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  down 
with  them,  nor  did  I myself,  especi- 
ally as  Mr.  Benson,  who  was  at 
Monrovia  when  we  arrived,  accom- 
panied Mr.  Smith  in  the  Packet  to 
Bassa,  and  as  I might  have  found 
some  difficulty  in  returning  in  time 
to  attend  the  expedition,  which  we 
are  yet  daily  expecting.  Mr.  Smith 
informed  me  by  letter  a few  days  ago, 
that  one  of  the  emigrants— a man 
named  Welford  Hungerford,  died  a 
few  days  after  they  were  landed.  I 
observed  this  man  soon  after  we  sail- 
ed from  Baltimore  ; and  1 felt  satis- 
fied, that  even  if  he  should  live  to 
get  across  the  ocean,  he  could  not 
live  much  longer.  He  grew  worse 
during  the  voyage,  and  as  he  died  be- 
fore he  was  attacked  with  fever,  of 
course,  Africa  will  not  have  to  atone 
for  causing  his  death.  I hope  you 
will  excuse  me  for  my  plainness, 


when  I remark,  that  it  is  wrong  for 
persons  in  such  a situation  to  be  sent 
to  this  country.  It  is  folly  for  per- 
sons to  come  to  Africa,  whose  con- 
stitutions are  much  impaired,  or  too 
feeble  to  enable  them  to  enjoy  tolera- 
ble good  health  in  America. 

I have  had  a conversation  with 
Willis  Helm  relative  to  the  letter 
which  was  written  to  a gentleman  in 
Virginia  over  his  signature.  He  does 
not  deny  having  requested  a gentle- 
man to  write  the  letter  for  ]iim  ; but 
he  denies  having  dictated  the  most 
material  parts  of  it.  According  to 
his  statement,  the  letter  was  written 
on  board  an  American  man-of-war 
by  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  he  did 
not  hear  it  read  after  it  was  finished. 

I am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the'  letter  was 
really  dictated  by  him,  under  feelings 
of  resentment  for  imaginary  wrongs; 
and  that  he  now  regrets  having  been 
influenced  by  such  feelings. 

He  evidently  shows  a disposition 
to  exonerate  himself  from  censure  at 
the  expense  of  his  friend,  who  per- 
haps may  not  have  had  any  other 
design  in  writing  it,  than  to  accom- 
modate him.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  old  gentleman’s  feelings  at 
the  time  that  letter  was  written,  he 
now  expresses  himself  as  being  per- 
fectly satisfied  in  Liberia.  , 

And  I may  here  remark,  that  ac- 
cording to  his  own  statement,  he  has 
received  more  money  for  his  medical 
practice  in  the  colony  during  a period 
of  a little  more  than  a year,  than  I re- 
ceived during  a period  of  two  years 
and  a half,  so  that  he  is  far  ahead  of 
me  in  collecting  pay  for  his  medical 
■ services,  if  not  in  the  number  of  his 
1 patients. 

: I have  visited  the  settlements  on  the 

I St.  Paul’s  river,  and  I w'as  pleased  to 
• see  that  the  people  who  came  out  in 
f the  “ Roanoke  ” in  December,  1845, 
i and  who  formed  the  Virginia  settle- 
i ment,are  generally  getting  along  very 
, comfortably  and  contentedly.  The 
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“ settlement  of  Kentucky  made  by  the 
“Rothschild,”  is  a partial  failure,  in 
consequence  principally  of  the  want 
of  industry  and  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  most  of  the  emigrants  ; these 
people  were  generally  dissatisfied  at 
first,  and  some  of  them  yet  long  for 
the  flesh  pots  'of  Egypt.’’  One  of 
them  told  me  a few  days  ago,  that  he 
would  rather  go  back  to  America  than 
remain  in  Liberia,  if  anyperson  would  | 
give  him  five  thousand  dollars  : — a 
pretty  handsome  sum  of  money,  to  be 
sure,  but  not  more  desirable,  even 
with  freedom  than  a life  of  ignoble 
servitude.  This  is  the  man  whom  I 
went  to  see  a day  or  two  ago,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  been  severely 
injured  by  a cutlass,  in  a personal 
rencounter  with  one  of  the  others. 

You  remember  that  six  of  the  peo- 
ple who  came  out  in  the  “ Roths- 
child,” returned  to  the  United  Slates 
in  the  same  vessel — four  of  them 
having  run  away  from  the  colony, 
and  smuggled  themselves  on  board 
the  vessel  at  night,  without  the  ne- 
cessary passports.  And  you  have 
doubtless  seen  a statement  of  the  fact 
of  one  of  those  six  having  been  vol- 
untarily enslaved  again  ; thereby  pre- 
ferring a state  of  passive  obedience 
and  servile  dependence,  to  a life  of 
freedom  and  social  equality.  What 
has  become  of  the  other  five  I know 
not.  Rut  I hope  they  have  succeed- 
ed in  finding  good  masters,  who  will 
make  them  work  and  treat  them  well. 
I have  sometimes  thought,  that  if 
some  of  the  people  who  are  sent  to 
Liberia,  could  be  bound  for  a term 
of  years  to  some  of  our  enterprising 
citizens,  who  would  compel  them  to 
work,  it  would  be  decidedly  advan- 
tageous to  them. 

J hope  that  the  friends  of  coloni- 
zation in  the  United  States  will  not 
be  so  tenacious  about  having  new 
settlements  formed.  It  is  certainly 
not  the  best  policy  under  existing 
circumstances.  If  practicable,  I 
would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  ex- 


tending the  settlements  further  into 
the  interior.  Rut  I am  satisfied,  that 
it  is  not  the  wisest  plan  to  have  so 
many  distinct  settlements  on  the  bor- 
der of  the  rivers.  I think  it  would 
be  decidedly  better  to  strengthen 
some  of  the  old  settlements.  This 
opinion  may  not  appear  plausible  to 
some  persons-,  but  people  in  America 
cannot  see  things  in  the  colony  as 
we  who  are  on  the  spot  see  them.  I 
think  that  the  agents  of  the  Society 
in  Liberia  should  be  invested  with 
more  discretionary  power,  relative  to 
the  locating  of  immigrants. 

If  Gov.  Roberts  shall  not  have 
positive  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
location  of  the  next  company  of  im- 
migrants, I shall  endeavor  to  prevail 
on  him  to  send  them  to  Millsburg. — 
That  is  the  most  interior  settlement, 
and  no  immigrants  have  been  sent  to 
that  place  for  several  years  past.  I 
know  that  Millsburg  is  regarded  by 
some  persons  as  an  unhealthy  loca- 
tion ; but  I can  see  no  cause  why  it 
should  be  more  so  than  any  other  in 
the  colony.  It  is  true,  that  many  of 
the  old  settlers  have  died,  but  no  pe- 
culiarity about  the  location  can  be 
regarded  as  the  cause  of  their  death. 
Indeed,  previous  to  the  time  when 
the  people  at  that  place  so  generally 
neglected  their  farms,  and  went  into 
the  swamps  to  collect  timber  and  saw 
plank,  the  settlement  of  Millsburg 
was  the  most  healthy  in  the  colony. 
It  is  decidedly  the  most  beautiful 
location  on  the  St.  Paul’s,  and  the 
land  is  as  good  as  any  other  in 
Liberia.  And  as  it  is  the  most 
interior  settlement,  I think  it  ought 
to  be  strengthened  by  more  immi- 
grants. 

The  Liberia  Lyceum  is  still  in 
existence — a few  evenings  ago  an  in- 
teresting question  was  discussed  in 
the  presence  of  a number  of  ladies. 
The  question  was  “ ought  women  to 
be  allowed  the  same  political  privi- 
leges as  men,’’  after  a spirited  de- 
bate, the  chairman  decided  the  que^ 
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tion  in  favor  of  the  ladies.  I think,  n 
however,  the  old  gentleman  must 
have  been  influenced  in  some  meas- 
ure in  his  decision  by  their  presence, 
for  the  other  side  certainly  had  the 
best  of  the  argument. 

The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  immigrants  by  the  “ lloanoke”  I 
who  have  died; — John  Ross,  aged  j 
about  18  years  ; Mr.  Anderson  from 
Shepherdstown,  Va.,  aged  about  30  ' 
years  ; Nelson  Ratcliff,  aged  52 
years;  Philip  Robinson,  aged  21 
years  ; Eliza  Randall,  aged  30  years; 
Dycy  Lasting, aged  50  years  ; Char- 
ity Ross,  aged  42  years  ; William 
Burnett,  aged  11  years;  John  Bana- 
kin,  aged  9 years  ; Grace  Deal,  aged 
12  years  ; Emily,  child  of  Richard 
Burnell,  aged  10  months  ; Etelina, 
child  of  Samuel  Morton,  aged  11 
months;  James,  child  of  Matthew 
Randall,  aged  11  months ; Silas, 
child  of  E.  Bailor,  aged  9 months. 
Besides  these,  one  young  woman  and 
three  or  four  children  have  died, 
whose  names  I cannot  at  present  pro- 
cure. I understand  that  two  women 
belonging  to  this  company,  were 
drowned  in  the  St.  Paul’s  river  some 
months  ago,  I have  forgotten  their 
names,  and  I am  too  much  hurried 
at  present  to  be  able  to  ascertain 
them. 

The  fatality  among  the  immigrants 
by  the  “ Rothschild  ” has  been  great- 
er, in  proportion,  than  among  those 
by  the  “ Roanoke.”  There  were  va- 
rious circumstances  connected  with 
the  sickness  and  death  of  some  of 
these  people,  over  which  the  medical 
man  could  have  no  control.  Most 
of  them  were  dissatisfied  from  the 
first,  in  addition  to  which,  some  of 
them  were  exceedingly  imprudent, 
and  several  of  them  used  ardent 
spirits  very  freely. 

If  the  Packet  should  not  return  in 
time,J  shall  probably  send  Mr.  Smith 
to  the  United  States  by  some  other 
conveyance,  if  an  opportunity  should 
be  afforded,  as  it  will  be  necessary  for 


him  to  arrive  by  the  first  of  August 
if  possible,  so  as  to  enter  the  medi- 
cal institution  at  the  begining  of  the 
course  of  lectures. 

There  are  now  four  American  ves- 
sels in  our  harbor — the  “ Medonna” 
and  the  “Margaret  Ann”  from  New 
York  ; the  “ Reaper  ” from  Salem  ; 
and  the  “ Liberia  Packet,”  from  Bal- 
timore. A steamer  from  Liverpool 
paid  us  a visit  a few  days  ago — the 
first  merchant  steamer  which  has 
ever  been  in  our  harbor. 

I was  pleased  to  find  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  liberated  slaves  by  the 
“ Pons  ” (those  who  are  now  living) 
is  better  than  I expected.  They  have 
generally  abandoned  their  theivish 
practices,  and  also  the  practice  of 
running  away.  They  are  now  peace- 
able and  orderly,  and  are  very  little 
trouble  to  the  colonists.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  have  turned  out  to  be  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  colony, 
and  their  own  condition  is  unques- 
tionably vastly  superior  to  what  it 
was  before  they  were  taken  from 
their  country : or  to  what  it  would 
have  been  if  they  had  been  taken  to 
Brazil.  From  the  appearance  of  those 
whom  I have  seen,  I am  induced  to 
believe,  that  they  have  been  well 
treated.  Most  of  those  who  ran  away 
during  the  first  few  months  after  their 
arrival,  returned  to  their  homes,  be- 
ing convinced  that  they  could  fare 
much  better  in  the  colonial  settle- 
ments than  in  the  “ bush.”  Many 
of  them  have  made  remarkable  pro- 
gress in  acquiring  a knowledge  of 
the  English  language  and  the  habits 
of  civilization. 

My  health  continues  pretty  good. 
I have  had  two  or  three  slight  touches 
of  fever  since  my  arrival,  to  prevent 
me  from  forgetting  that  I am  again  in 
Africa. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  LUGENBEEL. 
Rev.  W.  McLain, 

Secretary 
Am.  Col.  Society. 
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[For  the  African  Repository.] 

ITftttr  from  a (Deortjiun. 


Wellixgtgx,  nigh  Athens,  Ga-,  | 
March,  1847. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: — Upon  read- 
ing the  30lh  annual  report  of  the  Ame- 
ican  Colonization  Society,  I discover-  j 
ed  that  the  greatest  drawback  to  colon- 1 
ization  in  both  free  and  slave  regions 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  was  the  tin-  ! 
willingness  and  forebodence  of  our 
colored  people  to  undertaking  the 
voyage.  They  seem  mostly  prede- 
termined here  to  remain,  though  in 
obscurity  and  manifest  contemptfrom  ,i 
another  and  self-styled  superior  race;  [j 
and  it  is  with  difficulty  your  society  i; 
agents  can  persuade  them  to  emi-  j 
grate.  The  indefatigable  exertions 
also  of  abolitionists — determined  on 
tiniversaHty,  and  until,  or  unless 
that  be  admitted  or  nothing — have  ! 
prevented  Liberia  from  receiving  the 
resources  and  auxiliary  progress  of  | 
well  disposed  men — and  many  live 
and  die  under  this  vaunting  but  inef-  i 
ficacious  auspices,  without  the  least  j| 
hope  of  experiencing  the  fulfilment 
of  their  bright  hopes  or  most  glori-  I 
-ous  dreams. 

A great  deal  I think  may, however, 
be  accounted  from  the  temperament 
and  constitution  of  the  African  race 
generally.  In  the  69th  page,  first 
column,  report  the  30th  as  printed 
in  No.  3,  vol.  23,  the  picture  of  a 
Liberian  in  vain,  in  Connecticut,  per- 
suading his  kindred  to  emigrate  with 
him,  is  a most  striking  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  Negro  passion.  Before 
Liberia  be  well  settled  and  inviting, 
you  will  find  this  so.  The  aboli- 
tionists, the  inveterate  slaveites,  and 
all  the  rabid  enemies  of  colonization 
of  whatever  name,  section  or  color, 
find  their  most  powerful  assistance 
in  this  always  well  demarked  prin- 
ciple of  the  African  race. 


This  unfortunate  people,  either  il- 
literate or  literate,  are  always  most 
prone  to  stay  where  they  have  been 
raised,  if  left  to  their  volition. 

The  idea  of  distant  Republics, 
freedom,  privileges,  wealth,  inimu- 
nities  and  golden  promises,  or  Inde- 
pendence, fall  on  their  ears  like  the 
tales  of  Oriental  Aladdin’s  Lamp 
upon  ours.  Beautiful  for  contem- 
plation, they  are  admired,  but  none 
desire  to  tarnish  this  ideal  glory  with 
the  vulgar  touch  of  reality.  All 
shrink  from  venturing  upon  an  ex- 
periment almost  too  transcendant  for 
their  humble  aspirations  ! 

Many  a slave  always  objects  to  be- 
ing sold  by  a master  to  another. — 
Even  bad  masters  sometimes,  and 
often  too,  find  it  hard  to  please  a ne- 
gro, by  transferring  him  to  a good 
and  benevolent  owner,  though  his 
merciful  qualities  be  long  understood! 
Many  a servant  would  cling  to  old 
associations  in  preference  to  forming 
new  ; and  many  prefer  a homestead 
among  strangers,  where  they  have 
been  raised,  to  being  conveyed  away 
to  any  distant  place  where  their  very 
parents  reside  ! ! ! 

This  is  obvious  to  all  slave  own- 
ers. From  such  a data,  we  are 
warranted  in  supposing  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  colonization 
meets  with,  is  to  be  found  in  the  in- 
nate love  of  the  African  race  for  a 
j[  present  place  of  residence,  and  their 
extreme  unwillingness  to  emigrate 
to  new  and  untried  abodes,  though 
promissory  of  elevation. 

With  respect. 

Your  truly  obed’t  servant, 

J.  J.  FLOURNOY. 
Rev.  Wm.  McLain. 
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do nfcrt  ncc  on  (£0  lonijutton. 


€()t  Solti  mare 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  Rev.  C. 
A.  Davis,  agent  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  for  the  State 
of  Virginia,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

1st.  Resolved,  By  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference,  in  conference 
assembled,  that  we  highly  approve 
of  the  objects  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society  ; and  that  we  will 
aid  in  furthering  its  interests  by  tak- 
ing up  collections  where  convenient, 
on  or  about  the  4th  of  July,  in  aid 
of  its  funds,  and  that  we  will  afford  1 
all  convenient  facilities  toils  autho- 
rized agents  who  may  come  among! 
us  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work.i 


And  whereas,  the  managers  of  the 
Maryland  Colonization  Society,  have 
solicited  tlie  services  of  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Evans,  as  an  agent  for  said 
State,  therefore — 

2r/.  Resolved,  That  the  superin- 
tendent be  respectfully  requested  to 
appoint  him  to  said  agency. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted, 

JOHN  DAVIS, 

R.  CADDEN, 
JNO.  BOVVE.^f. 

True  extract  from  the  journals  of 
the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

S.  A.  Roszel, 

Sec'y  of  Balto.  An.  Con. 


[From  the  Maryland  Colonization  Journal.] 

jDr.  5llcranlifr  an  Jlfric^an  (£alont3atian. 


Many  months  have  elapsed  since 
the  issue  of  this  work  from  the 
press  ; but  it  has  not  been  our  good 
fortune  to  find  a copy  on  sale  or 
loan,  until  we  met  with  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  at 
the  late  annual  meeting  of  the  Ame- 
rican-Colonization  Society  at  Wash- 
ington, who  seemed  to  be  acting  a 
very  friendly  part  towards  the  pub- 
lishers and  proprietors,  in  offering  it 
to  the  friends  of  the  cause  there 
present.  We  have  repeatedly  en- 
quired for  the  work,  in  vain,  at  the 
principal  book  stores  of  this  city, 
and  cannot  imagine  the  reason  of 
its  not  having  been  offered  here. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  we 
have  perused  this  volume  of  600  pa- 
ges, upon  a subject  which  has  be- 
come, to  us,  the  “ all  of  life,”  with 
the  deepest  interest,  and  probably 
with  feelings  experienced  by  few 
others.  In  following  the  thread  of 
tlie  narrative,  down  to  the  time  of 


our  earliest  connexion  with  the  colo- 
nies in  1831,  we  are  brought  into 
contact  with  old  friends,  and  re- 
pass through  scenes,  dimly  seen 
through  a long  vista  of  years  of 
change  and  turmoil,  and  only  now 
made  clear  to  memory  through  the 
assistance  of  the  written  page. — 
We  fancy  ourselves  again  traversing 
the  shruby,  rocky  streets  of  Cape 
Messurado  on  our  old  sorry-looking 
donkey,  with  pockets  stuffed  with 
physic  and  condiments — or  wind- 
ing through  the  tortuous  Stockton 
creek,  hedged  in  by  the  impenetra- 
ble mangrove,  cheered  only  by  the 
monotonous  chorus  of  the  Kroomen, 
to  go  through  the  “Long  Houses” 
of  the  new  emigrants  at  Caldwell. 
We  again  hear  the  details  of  the 
sufferings,  trials,  hardships,  and 
the  battles  for  freedom  and  existence 
by  the  pioneers  in  this  great  effort, 
from  some  patriarch  of  the  “Old 
Ship  Elizabeth” — or  listen  to  the 
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pathetic  and  tearful  narrative  of  pri- 
vate sorrows  and  griefs.  We  seem 
again  to  pass  through  all  the  scenes 
of  that  most  eventful  period  of  the 
colony — the  political  struggles,  the 
Bromley  war — the  rapidly  extend- 
ing commerce — the  influx  of  some 
six  hundred  new  emigrants — and  the 
distressing  consequences  attendant 
upon  so  injudicious  a measure. 

Independent  of  such  reminis- 
cences of  the  past,  the  perusal  of 
this  work  has  excited  in  us  new 
zeal  and  interest  in  the  cause  and 
the  colonies.  This  embodying  of 
all  the  great  and  leading  facts,  form- 
ing the  history  of  the  colony;  this 
marshalling  of  the  hosts  of  the  great 
and  good  of  our  nation,  who  have 
from  first  to  last  given  in  their  ad- 
herence to  the  plan  of  Colonization, 
and  the  testimony  of  almost  num- 
berless disinterested  eye-witnesses 
of  unimpeachable  integrity,  who 
have  declared  to  the  world  their  con- 
viction of  the  full  success  of  this 
great  experiment,  has  strengthen- 
ed our  hearts  and  increased  our 
faith.  It  has  expelled  all  doubt,  and  j 
wrought  in  us  the  deep  conviction, 
that  this  great  work  must  prosper — 
must  be  triumphantly  successful. 

If,  therefore,  this  bare  recapitula- 
tion of  events  long  since  familiar  to 
us — this  refreshing  the  memory  with 
scenes  of  which  we  once  felt  our- 
selves to  be  a part — has  served  to 
stimulate  our  zeal  in  this  cause,  and 
to  stiengthen  our  confidence  in  its 
success — how  powerful  must  be  its 
influence  upon  those  heretofore  un- 
interested, or  imperfectly  acquain- 
ted with  the  subject  of  which  it 
treats — or  who  have  acquired  a 
prejudice  against  it  from  the  libel- 
ous publications  of  the  Abolition- 
ists, or  the  sneers  and  imbecile  argu- 
ments of  those  who  view  the  Afri- 
can as  naturally  inferior  to  all  other 
varieties  of  the  human  race  ? 

Under  the  firm  belief  that  its  can- 


did perusal  will  produce,  in  every 
unprejudiced,  mind,  a full  conviction 
of  the  charity — of  the  philanthropy 
! — of  the  glory  and  of  the  practica- 
bility of  this  great,  but  much  abused 
scheme  of  “ African  Colonization,” 

I we  most  earnestly  urge  it  upon  the 
attention  of  our  readers  ; upon  those 
who  believe;  upon  the  interested 
and  indifferent;  upon  those  who  be- 
lieve the  African  to  be  a man  or  a 
monkey — being  fully  confident,  that 
no  one  can  finish  the  work,  without 
a conviction  that  the  colored  man  is 
susceptible  of  the  highest  mental 
improvement,  and  that  Africa  will 
yet  become  a land  of  Religion,  Lib- 
erty and  Law. 

ilaving  said  thus  much  of  this 
work,  in  general  terms,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  speak  more  particular- 
ly, not  only  of  its  merits,  but  what 
we  conceive  to  be  its  defects,  dis- 
claiming, however,  the  assumption 
of  the  oflice  or  attitude  of  a critic, 
or  presuming  to  speak  of  it  as  a lit- 
erary production,  trusting  that  it 
will  be  considered  the  legitimate 
business  of  the  Editor  of  a Coloni- 
zation journal — one  too,  who  from  - 
a long  residence  in  the  colonies, 
feels  the  deepest  interest  in  their 
welfare — to  express  his  opinions  up- 
on a subject  so  important  as  their 
“ History.” 

One  of  the  greatest  benefits  re- 
sulting from  the  publication  of  this 
work — greater,  because  it  affects 
those  who  read  it,  and  those  who 
read  it  not — is,  that  Dr.  Alexander 
has  given  it  the  sanction  of  his 
name — that  he  has  voluntarily  en- 
rolled himself  as  the  Historian  of 
” African  Colonization.”  This  act, 
too,  derives  still  greater  importance 
from  the  fact,  that  by  it,  the  author 
has  assumed  entirely  different  ground 
from  a majority  of  those  with  whom 
he  is  united  by  religious  faith,  and 
intimately  associated  in  various  char- 
I itable  and  religious  institutions. 
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It  will  be  recollected  by  most  of 
those  interested  in  such  matters, 
that  some  four  years  since,  the’ 
American  Hoard  of  Commissioners 
for  Foreign  Missions,  at  one  of  its 
annual  meetings,  in  consequence  of 
some  disagreement  between  their 
Missionary  at  Cape  Palmas,  the 
Eev.  J.  L.  Wilson,  and  the  Governor 
of  the  Colony,  adopted  and  pub- 
lished a Report,  sanctioned  by  the 
name  of  a high  judicial  functionary 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Hon.  Reuben  Walworth,  reflecting 
unmerited  censure  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  that  colony  and  its  officers, 
and  upon  the  policy  of  the  Maryland 
State  Colonization  Society  ; embody- 
ing statements,  since  proved  to  be  in- 
correct, and  deducing  inferences 
from  other  data,  wholly  unwarranta- 
ble. The  effect  of  this  Report,  and 
the  action  of  the  American  Board 
thereon,  was  immediately  felt,  not 
only  by  the  Maryland,  but  by  the 
American  Colonization  Societies, 
and  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  latter,  in  the  northern 
Slates,  were  obliged  to  come  out  and 
declare  themselves  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  Maryland  Slate  Co- 
lonization Society,  or  responsible  for 
its  acts.  The  promulgation  of  this 
Report,  as  far  as  the  influence  of  the 
American  Board  extended,  embracing 
the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian 
churches,  was  in  fact  paramount  to 
a Papal  Interdict  in  the  Catholic 
church  ; and  from  that  day  to  this, 
the  Maryland  State  Colonization 
Society  has  not  received  one  dollar 
from  any  church  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  the  State  of  Maryland. — 
The  effect  of  the  movement  was, 

(500.  Uolifrt 

To  the  Honorable, 

the  Members  of  the  Legislature : 

Gentlemen  : — Another  year  is 
come  around  ; and  it  is  with  pecu- 
liar satisfaction  I meet  the  ninth  ses- 


not  only  to  cripple  the  Society  in 
its  operations — to  sow  distrust 
among  its  friends  of  all  religious  de- 
nominations— but  to  comfort  and 
succor  the  enemy,  the  abolitionists, 
who  most  greedily  seized  upon  the 
Report  as  confirmatory  of  their  vile 
slanders  of  the  colonists,  and  their 
misrepresentations  of  the  policy  and 
objects  of  the  Colonization  Societies. 

Not  long  after  the  promulgation 
of  this  report,  there  appeared  in  the 
“Biblical  Repertory,”  a review  of 
“ Mr.  Kennedy’s  Report  on  African 
Colonization,”  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, said  to  be  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Alexander,  containing  a 
most  able  exposition  of  the  system, 
completely  vindicating  the  societies 
and  colonies  from  all  objections  and 
aspersions  of  their  enemies,  open 
or  concealed,  declaring  the  “ enter- 
prise” to  use  his  own  .words,  “ to 
be  the  most  important  commenced 
in  any  part  of  the  world  since  we 
began  life ; and  that  the  success 
which  has  attended  it,  considering 
the  feebleness  of  the  means  and  the 
scantiness  of  the  resources  of  the 
society,  is  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary events  in  the  history  of  the 
ivorld.”  Soon  followed  the  annuncia- 
tion of  the  work  now  before  us,  for 
which  he  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
every  true  friend  of  Africa,  and  to 
the  gratitude  of  every  citizen  of 
Liberia  : not  only  tliat  he  has  thus 
espoused  that  cause,  which  alone 
promises  relief  to  the  oppressed 
Africa-American,  but  rescued  from 
unmerited  detraction  those  who 
have  left  home,  kindred  and  birth- 
place, for  an  asylum  in  a foreign  and 
barbarous  land. 

s’  JHt0«a0f. 

sion  of  the  Legislature  of  Liberia. — 
Coming  from  all  parts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, at  this  critical  and  in- 
teresting period,  it  is  presumed, 
gentlemen,  that  you  are  fully  pos- 
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sessed  of  the  sentiments  and  wishes 
of  your  constituents  ; and  are  pre- 
pared to  act  promptly  in  all  questions 
which  may  be  submitted  to  your 
consideration ; and  no  doubt  will 
be  enabled  to  give  such  a direction 
to  public  affairs  as  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  your  constituents  will 
approve  and  support. 

On  our  present  meeting,  it  is 
my  first  duty  to  invite  your  attention 
to  the  providential  favors  which 
these  colonies  have  experienced 
during  the  past  year,  in  the  unusual 
degree  of  health  dispensed  to  the 
inhabitants,  in  the  rich  abundance 
with  which  the  earth  has  rewarded 
the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  and 
in  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  efforts  of  our  merchants  and 
traders. 

In  the  successful  cultivation  of 
other  branches  of  industry,  and  in 
the  progress  of  general  improve- 
ment, everywhere  manifest,  favora- 
ble to  the  national  prosperity,  there 
is  just  occasion  also  for  our  mutual 
congratulations  and  thankfulness. 

I have  the  satisfaction  of  inform- 
ing you  that  the  market-house  in  this 
town  has  been  completed ; and  in 
conformity  with  the  sixth  section  of 
an  act  entitled  “ An  act  appropria- 
ting money  for  building  a market- 
house  in  the  town  of  Monrovia,” 
which  provides,  “ That  when  said 
market-house  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, it  shall  be  leased  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Monrovia,  for  an  annual 
rent,  to  be  agreed  upon  by  persons 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  the 
corporation  for  that  purpose,”  — 
Messrs.  James  Brown  and  H.  Teage 
were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  Messrs.  D.  B. 
Brown  and  James  B.  McGill  on  the 
part  of  the  corporation.  I lay  before 
you  the  award  of  those  gentlemen  and 
the  agreement  of  the  corporate  au- 
thorities. By  the  latter  you  will 
perceive  that  the  corporation  autho- 
11 


rities  bind  themselves  to  pay  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth 
annually,  certain  sums,  until  the 
amount  expended  in  erecting  the 
building. 

The  report  of  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners has  not  yet  been  received. — 

1 understand,  how'ever,  it  is  in  a for- 
ward stale  of  preparation,  and  will 
be  laid  before  you  at  an  early  day. 

Accounts  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  year,  will,  as 
usual,  be  laid  before  you.  I am 
happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that 
the  state  of  our  finances  continues  to 
fulfil  our  expectations.  Full  returns 
of  officers  in  the  counties  of  Grand 
Bassa  and  yinoe,  have  not  yet  been 
received.  It  is  ascertained,  however, 
that  the  revenue  received  during  the 
last  year  exceeds  by  a small  amount 
ihat^of  the  preceding;  and  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  that  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  ensuing  year,  with  the 
sum  now  in  the  Treasury,  will  be 
sufficient  to  defray  the  current  de- 
mand of  the  year,  and  meet  any  ex- 
pense which  may  be  incurred,  should 
the  Legislature  adopt  measures  to 
that  effect  in  carrying  out  the  wishes 
of  the  people  in  regard  to  forming 
a new  government. 

With  respect  to  the  subject  of  In- 
dependence I have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you,  that  in  compliance  with 
the  desire  of  the  Legislature  as  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolution  of  the 
15th  of  July  last,  requesting  the 
Executive  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
people  of  these  Colonies  to  certain 
recommendations  expressed  in  a set 
of  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  January  last,  touching 
the  independence  of  Liberia,  I is- 
sued a proclamation,  expressive  of 
the  desire  of  the  Legislature,  and 
calling  on  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  determine,  through 
the  ballot-box,  w'hat  disposition 
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should  be  made  of  the  resolutions, 
or  whether  the  recommendation 
therein  submitted  should  be  adopted 
or  not.  1 lay  before  you  the  result 
of  the  vote  taken  on  the  question, 
in  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  j 
Commonwealth,  on  the  27th  day  of 
November  last. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  people 
by  a small  majority,  however,  have 
decided  in  favor  of  adopting  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
in  regard  to  a change  of  our  rela- 
tions with  the  Society : and  have 
expressed  a desire  that  a Convention 
be  called  to  draft  a constitution  for 
the  new  government,  and  that  mea- 
sures be  adopted  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I regret  exceedingly  to  find  by 
official  returns,  that  no  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
Commonwealth  attended  the  polls 
to  record  their  opinion  respecting 
this  highly  important  question. 

Why  so  many  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens absented  themselves,  and  de- 
clined giving  a public  expression  of 
their  sentiments  respecting  the  ques- 
tion submitted  to  their  consideration, 
is  unknown  to  me.  It  is,  neverthe- 
less, a question  of  vital  importance 
to  the  people  of  Liberia.  One  that 
should  interest,  deeply  interest, 
every  citizen  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Since  this  question  was  first  moot- 
ed, I have  been  watching  with 
much  concern,  the  progress  of  pub- 
lic opinion  in  regard  to  it : and  have 
frequently  been  astonished  at  the 
instability  of  the  public  mind  and 
the  manifest  inconsistency  of  some 
of  the  leading  men  of  our  commu- 
nity. 

In  tracing  the  cause  of  this  fickle- 
ness, 1 have  been  pained  to  find 
that  many  of  our  less  informed  fel- 
low citizens,  have  been  egregious- 
ly  deceived  in  regard  to  the  purport 
of  a communication  addressed  to 


the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society,  by  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
1845,  respecting  the  light  in  which 
the  sovereignty  of  these  colonies 
is  held  by  tlie  government  of  Great 
Britain. 

It  is  asserted,  I understand,  that 
the  Legislature  of  1845,  not  having 
the  authority  of  the  people  for  the 
purpose,  of  course,  communicated 
with  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  in- 
forming them  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
people  of  these  colonies,  that  their 
political  relations  with  the  Society 
should  be  immediately  changed ; 
and  that  Liberia  be  declared  an  In- 
dependent State.  And  that  the  Le- 
gislature contemplated  forming  a 
new  government  without  asking  the 
consent  of  the  people. 

As  preposterous  and  foolish,  to 
say  the  least  of  them,  as  these  ac- 
cusations are,  they  have  had  a bane- 
ful effect  upon  the  minds  of  some  of 
our  people.  And,  I have  no  doubt, 
in  a great  degree,  prevented  that  un- 
animity of  action  so  desirable  on 
the  adoption  of  any  great  and  im- 
portant measure. 

I believe  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  members  of  that  Legislature  to 
convey  the  idea  by  their  communica- 
tion to  the  Board  of  Directors,  that 
a vote  of  the  people  had  been  taken 
on  the  question  of  independence, 
and  that  they  were  recommending 
the  measure  on  their  authority. — 
And  how  any  rational  man  could 
entertain  the  idea,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture contemplated  changing  the  re- 
lations of  these  colonies,  and  form- 
ing a new  government  without  the 
authority  of  the  people,  I cannot 
conceive.  I venture  to  assert,  that 
not  a single  member  of  that  Legis- 
lature, would  tolerate  the  doctrine 
that  the  inhabitants  at  large  should 
not  exercise  that  right,  a right  which 
God  has  given  them  in  common 
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with  all  men,  to  judge  whether  it 
be  consistent  with  their  interests  or 
not  to  change  their  political  rela- 
tions, or  to  accept  or  reject  a con- 
stitution, framed  for  the  state  of 
which  they  are  members. 

This  is  the  birthright  of  every 
citizen  to  w'hatever  slate  he  may 
belong.  There  he  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  by  indefeasible  right,  a co- legis- 
lator with  all  the  other  members  of 
that  community.  And  while  it  is 
acknowledged  that  every  individual 
in  a community  is  not  qualified  for 
assisting  in  the  framing  of  a consti- 
tution; it  is  equally  evident  that 
share  of  common  sense,  which  the 
Almighty  has  so  bountifully  distri- 
buted among  mankind  in  general, 
is  sufficient  to  quicken  every  one’s 
feelings,  and  enable  him  to  judge 
rightly  what  degree  of  safety,  and 
what  advantages  he  is  likely  to  en- 
joy, or  be  deprived  of,  under  any 
constitution  proposed  to  him. 

The  diversity  of  opinions  and 
judgments  which  always  takes  place 
on  a new  measure,  the  unaccountable 
proneness  of  some  men  to  censure 
every  thing  not  their  own,  and  fret- 
fulness of  others  at  not  being  con- 
sulted on  all  public  matters,  are 
every-day  occurrences  in  long  es- 
tablished, intelligent,  and  well  regu- 
lated communities ; therefore  are 
not  so  wonderful  in  Liberia. 

I presume,  gentlemen,  that  you 
will  dispose  of  this  question  of  in- 
dependence according  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people  as  expressed  by  the 
vote  of  the  27th  of  November  last. — 
If  so,  you  will,  of  course,  determine 
upon  the  number  of  which  the  Con- 
vention for  framing  a new  Constitu- 
tion shall  be  composed,  the  manner 
in  which  they  shall  be  elected,  the 
time  of  their  meeting,  &,c.  &c. 

I am  aware  that  objections  are 
urged  against  this  course.  It  is  in- 
sisted, on  the  grounds  that  no  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  male  inhabi- 


j tants  attended  the  polls  to  signify 
their  wishes  with  respect  to  the 
I question,  and  that  the  majority  in 
favor  of  the  measure  being  so  small 
that  the  Legislature  should  decline 
calling  a Convention,  or  adopting 
further  measures  in  the  premises. 

For  my  own  part,  I can  see  but 
one  course  for  the  Legislature  to 
pursue.  With  respect  to  those  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  who  declined 
attending  the  polls,  I have  only  to 
remind  you,  that  no  person  was  ex- 
cluded from  voting  but  those  who 
chose  to  exclude  themselves  ; and 
in  that  case,  I hold,  that  they  either 
show  themselves  unvjforthy  of  the 
privileges  of  a citizen,  or  confid- 
ing in  the  judgment  of  others,  sig- 
nified their  consent  to  the  measvire 
proposed.  And  while  it  is  deeply 
to  be  regretted  that  greater  unani- 
I mity  does  not  exist  with  respect  to 
this  important  question,  we  can  but 
remember  the  indisputable  maxim, 
“The  will  of  the  people  is  the  law 
of  the  land,”  and  that  government 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for  their 
benefit ; and  of  all  the  various  modes 
and  forms  of  government,  that  is 
best,  which  is  capable  of  producing 
the  greatest  degree  of  happiness 
and  safety,  and  that  when  any  gov- 
ernment, should  be  found  inadequate 
or  contrary  to  these  purposes,  the 
majority,  however  small  that  majori- 
ty may  be,  has  an  indubitable,  un- 
alienable and  indefeasible  right,  to 
reform,  alter  or  abolish  it,  in  such  a 
manner  as  shall  be  judged  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  weal.  Such 
changes,  however,  are  always  dan- 
gerous, and  should  never  be  made, 
except  under  the  firm  conviction, 
that  they  are  necessary  for  the  bene- 
fit, protection  and  security  of  the 
people  in  general. 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  perplexing 
question  is  in  your  hands,  and  as  the 
representatives  and  guardians  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of 
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these  colonies,  I beg  to  remind  }’ou  jj 
of  the  great  responsibility  which  j 
rests  upon  you.  It  is  your  duty  to  jj 
watch  cautiously  over  every  occur-  j| 
rence  that  can  possibly  tend  to  ob-  ji 
struct  the  fair  channel  of  our  happi-  j 
ness.  And  I am  fully  persuaded  | 
that  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  i 
the  people  of  these  colonies  depend,  j 
under  God,  on  the  firm  union  of  their 
inhabitants.  Generations  yet  to  come 
may  owe  their  freedom  and  happi- 
ness to  the  result  of  your  deliberations 
on  the  important  subject  now  sub-  j 
initted  to  your  consideration.  A sin-  | 
gle  false  step  at  this  critical  crisis 
may  ruin,  irreparably  ruin,  our  hopes 
of  future  success.  Upon  you  then 
depends  the  political  happiness  or  | 
wretchedness  of  the  people  of  Li- 
beria. May  I therefore  entreat  you 
to  weigh  and  consider  well  the  part 
5'ou  are  called  to  act  in  this  impor- 
tant matter,  and  that  you  will  not 
sufier  yourselves  to  be  betrayed  into 
any  feelings  unbecoming  the  dignity 
of  your  station,  and  the  present 
critical  situation  of  our  affairs.  Let 
uSj  substitute  calmness  for  passion, 
confidence  for  suspicion,  and  no 
doubt  we  shall  soon  agree  as  to  the 
course  proper  to  be  pursued  on  this 
occasion  of  your  meeting. 

In  assuming  the  whole  responsi- 
bility of  conducting  the  affairs  of 
this  government,  it  is  impossible  to 
conceal  from  ourselves  or  the  world 
the  many  disadvantages  and  embar- 
rassments, we  must  necessarily  labor 
under  for  some  years.  The  numeri- 
cal strength  of  the  colony  is  compara- 
tively small,  nor  can  we  boast  of 
great  intelligence,  experience  or 
wealth.  Indeed  when  these  are  con- 
sidered, it  is  no  matter  of  surprise 
that  so  many  of  our  fellow  citizens 
are  exceedingly  fearful  as  to  the  re- 
sults of  this  new  organization.  The 
question,  “ Has  the  time  arrived  for 
his  important  change,”  naturally 
forces  itself  on  the  mind  of  every  j 
reflecting  citizen.  | 


j A majority  of  the  people,  how- 
ever, have  decided  in  the  affirmative, 

I which  opinion  is  sustained  by  the 
I unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
I rectors  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society.  In  their  opinion  it  is 
[ the  only  course  that  will  or  can  re- 
lieve us  from  the  embarrassments  we 
labor  under,  with  respect  to  the  en- 
croachments of  foreigners,  and  the 
objections  urged  by  Great  Britain  in 
regard  to  our  sovereigntj\ 

I sincerely  hope,  and  believe,  gen- 
tlemen, that  you  will  be  sustained 
by  your  fellow  citizens  in  whatever 
measures  you  may  adopt  respecting 
this  question,  and  that  the  reputation 
of  the  people  of  Liberia,  for  order 
and  good  government,  will  not  be 
diminished  by  our  future  conduct, 
that  there  will  be  no  discord  among 
us,  that  all  differences  of  small  mo- 
ment will  be  entirely  laid  aside,  and 
that  the  only  strife  among  citizens 
will  be  who  shall  do  most  to  serve 
and  to  save  an  oppressed  and  injured 
race. 

I feel  particular  satisfaction  in  be- 
ing able  to  announce  to  you,  that 
nothing  has  occurred  during  the  past 
year  to  disturb  the  friendly  relations 
subsisting  between  this  government 
and  the  surrounding  native  tribes. 
Indeed,  our  amity  wiili  them  appears 
to  have  been  more  firmly  established. 
I am  also  happy  to  state,  that  the 
continued  efforts  to  introduce  among 
them  the  Christian  religion,  and 
habits  of  civilization,  have  not  been 
without  success.  They  are  unques- 
tionably becoming  every  year  more 
and  more  sensible  of  the  superiority 
of  civilized  life  over  the  barbarous 
customs  of  their  fathers  ; and  many 
of  them  are  beginning  to  engage 
pretty  extensively  in  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture  and  household  manufac- 
ture. They  are  becoming  convinc- 
ed of  the  precarious  resources  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  of  the  sufferings  to 
which  many  of  them  are  frequently 
reduced  by  the  wars  and  wants  of 
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sa\'age  life,  and  find  it  to  their  inter- 
est to  dispose  of  their  territories  to 
this  government,  ceding  it  to  the  po- 
litical control  and  jurisdiction  over 
all  persons  and  property  therein; 
incorporating  themselves  with  us, 
forming  an  integral  part  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of 
this  Legislature,  another  important 
acquisition  of  territory  has  been 
made.  In  February  last,  the  natives 
occupying  the  lands  lying  between 
Blue  Barra  and  Grand  Cess,  the  ter- 
ritory of  Settra  Kroo,  comprising 
about  six  miles  of  sea  coast  except- 
ed, ceded  to  this  government,  includ- 
ing the  rights  of  sovereignty,  their 
entire  territories:  also  two  tribes 
farther  south,  occupying  the  territory 
linown  as  Tassoo  and  Bafl’oo  Bay  ; 
reserving  for  their  members  only 
what  is  sufficient  to  maintain  them 
in  an  agricultural  way.  A few  days 
ago,  General  Lewis,  commissioned 
on  the  part  of  this  government,  suc- 
ceeded in  purchasing  about  fifteen 
miles  of  sea  coast,  comprising  por- 
tions of  the  territories  of  Manna, 
Curroo  and  Tim  boo. 

It  is  understood,  in  each  case,  that 
we  shall  extend  to  them  our  patron- 
age and  protection:  that  we  will  es- 
tablish trading  factories  among  them, 
furnishing  them  necessaries  at  mod- 
erate prices,  in  exchange  for  their 
commodities,  and  protect  them 
against  the  incursions  of  their  ma- 
rauding neighbors. 

Other  tribes  occupying  interme- 
diate points  har'e  agreed  to  transfer 
their  territories  to  this  government, 
and  we  are  only  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  funds,  daily  expected,  to  perfect 
our  negotiations.  If  not  interrupted 
by  foreigners,  and  means  are  placed 
at  our  command,  I shall  succeed  in 
extinguishing  the  native  title  to  all 
the  land  lying  between  the  extreme 
points  of  colonial  jurisdiction. 

Gentlemen,  I lay  before  you  a com- 


munication, dated  December  18th, 
1846,  addressed  to  me  by  Captain 
Murray,  of  her  Majesty’s  Sloop 
Favorite,  in  which  he  asked  permis- 
sion to  construct  a chart  of  the  line 
of  coast  occupied  by  the  Liberians, 
in  which  to  mark  the  territories  now 
in  their  possession,  and  that  I would 
attach  my  signature  to  the  same,  and 
allow  him  to  examine  the  title  deeds 
by  which  we  held  the  territories  in 
question. 

He  has  also  been  pleased  to  say, 
“ that  England  recognizes  our  right 
to  these  territories,  if  legally  pur- 
chased from  the  riglitful  owners  of 
! the  soil,”  regarding  the  Liberians 
I however  “ only  in  the  light  of  a so- 
ciety or  private  company  of  traders  ; 
and  in  no  case  can  she  admit  the  ex- 
ercise of  sovereign  rights,  in  which 
may  be  included  the  payment  of  cus- 
tom dues.  And  that  common  inter- 
national law  does  not  allow  the  claim 
to  territory  which  may  have  been 
only  partially  purchased,  and  occu- 
: pied  in  detached  portions.  And  that, 
in  the  event  of  this  government  pur- 
chasinnr  the  land  surroundingr  sites  of 
factories  in  which  British  subjects 
have  acquired  rights  of  properly,  it 
will  be  his  duly  to  disallow  the  le- 
gality of  such  a puichase,  if  made 
over  the  heads  of  such  British  sub- 
jects, and  obtained  without  their  con- 
sent.” 

Of  course,  no  objections  were  in- 
terposed in  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a chart.  I did,  however,  as 
Captain  Murray  could  not  tell  me 
for  what  purpose  it  w'as  required, 
decline  placing  my  signature  to  the 
I chart. 

I The  light  in  which  England  re- 
• gards  the  sovereignty  of  liiese  ro- 
, lonies  is  not  new  to  you.  Captain 
I Murray  is  only  reiterating  what  has 
been  said  by  British  naval  officers 
I on  that  subject  several  years  ago. 

' We  are  told  that  England  regards 
I the  Liberians  ouly  “ in  the  light  of 
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a society  or  private  company  of  tra-  j 
(lers  or  settlers,”  witliout  any  na- j 
tional  rights  or  privileges.  Then,  j 
fellow  citizens,  if  the  principles  ad- 
vanced by  British  officers  with  re- 
spect to  the  sovereignty  of  Liberia 
be  correct,  after  all  our  toil,  we  are 
still  without  a country  or  home; 
outcasts  upon  the  world,  hunted  and 
persecuted  in  every  clime. 

I,  however,  doubt  the  correctness 
of  the  position  assumed  by  British 
officers  in  regard  to  this  subject. 

The  frailty  of  human  nature,  the 
wants  of  individuals,  and  the  numer- 
ous circumstances  which  surround 
them  through  the  course  of  life ; 
have  in  all  ages,  and  in  every  coun- 
try, impelled  men  to  form  societies 
and  establish  governments. 

The  people  of  these  colonies,  im- 
pelled by  circumstances  over  which 
they  had  no  control,  left  their  native 
land  to  seek  on  these  shores  a resi- 
dence for  civil  and  political  freedom. 
At  the  expense  of  their  blood,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives,  without  the 
least  charge  to  the  country  from 
which  they  removed  ; by  unceasing 
labor,  and  an  unconquerable  spirit, 
they  have  effected  settlements  and 
established  governments,  with  E.xe- 
cutive.  Legislative  and  Judicial  pow- 
ers, in  the  distant  and  inhospitable 
wilds  of  Africa. 

After  all  this,  will  Great  Britain, 
with  all  her  magnanimity  and  phi- 
lanthropy towards  the  African  race, 
deny  us  the  right  to  exercise  these 
powers  ? I trow  not.  Generous 
minds  contemplating  with  pleasure 
the  increasing  happiness  of  human 
society,  must  feel  delight  in  behold- 
ing the  increasing  prosperity  of  these 
colonies. 

While  it  is  obvious  that  we  should 
and  will  respect  the  prior  rights  of 
property,  such  as  sites  of  factories, 
acquired  by  British  subjects,  within 
our  jurisdiction,  we  cannot  concede 
the  point,  that  it  is  at  all  necessary 


for  us  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of 
British  subjects  in  purchasing  the 
lands  owned  by  the  natives,  sur- 
rounding sites  of  factories  owned  by 
such  British  subjects. 

In  no  instance  to  my  knowledge, 
have  such  factories  set  up  any  claim 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  country. — 
On  the  contrary,  they  conform  to  the 
rules  and  usages  of  the  country,  as 
established  by  the  natives,  and  in  no 
case  would  they  attempt  to  abrogate 
any  of  them. 

I maintain  that  the  natives  have 
the  same  right  to  those  lands,  and 
their  kings  to  the  sovereignty  of 
them,  as  any  native  or  king  in  Eu- 
rope can  have  to  the  lands  or  sove- 
reignty of  such  respective  country. — 
And  if  the  kings,  with  the  consent 
and  concurrence  of  their  subjects, 
are  disposed,  and  will  cede  to  this 
government  their  territories  with  the 
sovereignty  of  them,  incorporating 
themselves  with  us,  as  the  Texans 
have  done  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  I ask,  what  has  any 
British  subject  or  any  other  person 
or  nation  to  do  with  it? 

In  our  case  it  appears  that  common 
international  law  does  not  allow  the 
claim  to  territory  which  may  have 
been  only  partially  purchased,  and 
occupied  in  detached  portions  ; but 
in  the  case  of  British  subjects,  their 
claim  must  be  allowed  and  their 
rights  respected  : rather  one  sided 
this,  and  not  easily  reconciled. 

Gentlemen,  be  not  discouraged. 
Liberia  is  destined  by  the  Almighty 
to  be  the  free  and  quiet  habitation  of 
thousands,  perhaps  millions  in  future; 
and  a land  for  the  oppressed  to  flee 
to,  and  be  happy.  Innumerable  ap- 
parent causes,  and  doubtless  innumer- 
able others  which  are  unseen  to  us, 
are  at  work  to  hasten  great  events  ; 
and  every  day  seems  pregnant  with 
something  new  and  important.  And 
may  we  not  hope,  as  in  lime  past,  so 
in  time  to  come,  these  colonies  will 
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make  swifter  progress  in  their  ad- 
vances to  maturity  than  any  which 
have  heretofore  existed. 

Hitherto  their  growth  has  aston- 
ished their  enemies,  and  has  surpas- 
sed the  sanguine  predictions  even  of 
their  enthusiastic  friends.  Their  ad- 
vances continue  with  an  increasing 
rapidity,  and  according  to  the  course 
of  human  affairs,  if  not  retarded  by 
foreign  interference,  they  will  soon 
be  the  subject  of  applause  and  admi- 
ration among  the  nations  of  the 
world  ; and  will  wipe  from  our  race 
the  foul  imputation,  “ that  colored 
men  are  incapable  of  self  govern- 
ment.” 

Gentlemen,  notwithstanding  the 
many  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties we  have  to  encounter,  conse- 
quent upon  settling  any  new  coun- 
try, we  have  much  to  encourage  us. 
Possessed  of  a continent  so  rich  and 
extensive  that  the  enterprising  genius 
of  Europe  or  America  has  not  been 
able  to  explore  its  boundaries,  nor 
fathom  the  depths  of  its  fertility,  nor 
penetrate  the  treasures  of  its  exhaust- 
less mines. 

Every  circumstance  favorable  to 
mankind,  concur  to  facilitate  the  in- 
dependence and  happiness  of  these 
colonies.  Here  the  human  mind, 
untrammelled  by  unequal  laws,  and 
unawed  by  unjust  prejudices,  will 


expand  with  new  wings,  and  gather- 
ing strength  with  its  flight,  will  feel 
its  native  force,  and  reach  the  sum- 
mit of  human  perfection. 

I believe  that  the  Almighty  in- 
tends through  the  instrumentality  of 
those  colonies  to  restore  to  Africa 
her  long-lost  glory.  Here  it  is  prob- 
able, science  and  virtue  will  attain 
their  highest  perfection,  society  shine 
in  the  most  beautiful  and  lovely  form, 
and  produce  the  highest  felicity.  As 
virtue  alone,  however,  can  ensure 
real  happiness  and  solid  glory,  this 
must  be  a prevailing  principle  before 
society  can  attain  them.  The  his- 
tory of  mankind  testifies  through  all 
ages  and  periods,  the  inseparable 
connection  between  virtue  and  hap- 
piness ; and  in  proportion  to  its 
prevalence  has  been  the  prosperity 
of  every  state  or  nation. 

Such  circumstances  call  with  a pe- 
culiar importunity,  not  less  for  a dis- 
position to  unite  in  all  those  meas- 
ures in  which  the  honor,  safety,  and 
prosperity  of  our  country  depend, 
than  for  all  the  exertions  of  wisdom 
and  firmness. 

In  all  such  measures,  gentlemen, 
you  may  rely  on  my  hearty  concur- 
rence and  co-operation. 

J.  J.  ROBERTS. 

Government  House, 

Monrovia,  Liberia,  Jan.  4,  1847. 


[From  the  Liberia  Herald.] 
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The  Colonial  Legislature  assem- 
bled pursuant  to  law  on  Monday  the 
4th  inst.  The  first  business  in  the 
order  of  proceeding  was  the  swear- 
ing of  the  members,  to  do  faithfully 
and  conscientiously  the  work  of  leg- 
islators, and  to  discharge  such  other 
duties  as  the  time  and  circumstances 
might  demand.  It  occurs  to  us,  that 
it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  ask, 
while  on  this  subject,  whether  by  be- 


coming a representative  a man  dis- 
franchises himself — and  assumes  de 
facto  the  obligation  to  pocket  his 
conscience,  to  close  his  eyes  against 
evidence,  and  his  mind  against  argu- 
ment, and  to  vote  only  as  bidden  by 
those  who  honored  him  with  their 
suffrage.  If  this  be  the  duty  which 
the  honor  imposes.  Heaven  save  us 
from  both.  If  we  can  serve  a peo- 
ple only  on  the  condition  that  we  re- 
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sign  the  dignity  and  the  privileges  of 
a man,  tve  shall  never  aspire  to  the 
high  honor  of  serving  them.  To  de- 
mand such  a surrender  is  as  insolent 
in  the  sovereign  -people,  as  it  is  ab- 
surd in  X\\e  peoj^W’s  servant  to  sub- 
mit to  it.  It  is  in  effect  to  say,  there 
is  a better  way  to  arrive  at  truth  than 
argument  and  discussions,  and  that 
he  who  has  heard  only  one  side  of  a , 
question,  is  as  well  prepared  to  de- 
cide upon  it  as  he  who  has  weighed  ; 
carefully  the  arguments  on  both. — ' 
These  thoughts  have  been  suggested 
by  the  very  frequent  use  by  members 
of  our  legislature  of  such  phrases  as 

“ the  people  at think  that,  and 

your  constituents  wish  the  other,  and 
therefore,  we  must  opj)ose  this  meas- 
ure and  support  its  opposite.’' 

Directly  after  the  members  were 
qualified  by  swearing  to  do  their 
duty,  the  Governor’s  message  was 
read.  This  document  we  have 
spread  before  our  readers  in  this 
number  of  our  paper.  It  is  an  inter- 
esting paper,  and  contains  a correct 
and  succinct  statement  of  the  state  of 
the  question  of  Liberia  Independ- 
ence. The  legislature  then  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  the  following  day. 

The  question  of  independence 
was  the  all  absorbing  theme.  The 
members  of  the  lower  counties  at 
once  threw  themselves  to  their  old 
position,  supported  by  an  auxiliary 
from  Sinoe,  and  in  their  maneuvers 
to  keep  the  enemy  without  their  en- 
trenchment, displayed  considerable 
skill  in  parliamentary  tactics.  They 
were,  however,  opposed  by  formida- 
ble battalions  of  truth  and  reason. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  session 
the  house  went  into  a committee  of 
the  whole — Mr.  Weaver  in  the  chair. 
After  a little  half  in  earnest  and  half 
in  play  skirmishing,  in  which  the 
parties  were  evidently  rousing  their 
energies  for  a desperate  struggle. 
Governor  Roberts  advanced  to  close 
quarters,  in  the  introduction  of  a 


resolution  to  determine  whether  the 
wishes  of  the  people  as  expressed  in 
the  late  vote  should  be  complied 
with.  This  more  than  Corsican 
maneuver  brought  the  opponents  of 
a new  organization  to  a dead  stand. 
A more  effectual  and  better  timed 
resolution  could  not  possibly  have 
been  brought  forward.  It  was  bet- 
ter than  whole  tomes  of  argument, 
inasmuch  as  a vote  in  the  negative 
would  have  arrayed  the  voter  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a majority 
of  the  whole  people  solemnly  and  de- 
cidedly expressed,  upon  a question 
long  and  anxiously  agitated  from  one 
end  to  the  other  of  the  colony. — 
Having  mentioned  this,  our  readers 
will  not  require  to  be  told  that  the 
matter  is  settled.  A resolution  was 
passed  ordering  an  election  on  the 
17th  proximo,  for  delegates  to  meet 
in  convention  in  July  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  a constitution. — 
These  resolutions,  or  rather  this  act, 
we  insert  below. 

There  was  very  little  other  busi- 
ness done.  The  independence  ques- 
tion had  absorbed  all  attention,  and 
kept  the  minds  of  all  within  and 
without  the  house,  wound  up  to  their 
highest  tension  : so  that  matter  ac- 
complished,  all  other  affairs  appeared 
unimportant.  In  our  humble  opin- 
ion there  were  other  matters  grow- 
ing out  of  the  independence  act, 
which  were  eminently  entitled  to 
the  immediate  attention  of  .the  legis- 
lature, but  which  they  for  some  rea- 
son, which  has  not  transpired,  omit- 
ted to  attend  to.  These  may  be  the 
subject  of  future  remark. 

AN  ACT  making  provisions  for  a 
convention. 

Whereas  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth did  on  the  27th  day  of 
October,  1846,  solemnly  determine 
by  vote  that  there  shall  be  a conven- 
tion held  for  the  purpose  of  formir>g 
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a constitution  for  the  government 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Liberia. 

Sec.  1.  Therefore — Be  it  enact- 
ed hy  the  Governor  and  Council  in 
Legislature  assembled,  and  it,  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same, — That  there  be  a con- 
vention held  conformably  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  as  expressed  by 
their  votes  taken  Octrtber  27th,  1846. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted, — 
That  the  convention  shall  consist 
of  eleven  delegates,  and  shall  be 
appointed  in  the  following  manner: 
for  the  county  of  Monrovia  six  de- 
legates shall  be  appointed,  for  the 
county  of  Grand  Bassa  four  dele- 
gates shall  be  appointed,  and  for  the 
the  county  of  Sinoe  there  shall  be 
one  delegate  appointed. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted, — 
That  the  third  Tuesday  in  February 
next  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  delegates  to  said 
convention,  and  the  polls  shall  be 
opened  in  the  different  settlements 
in  the  counties  of  Montserrado, 
Grand  Bassa,  and  Sinoe,  and  be  con- 
ducted in  the  same  manner  and  form 
as  annual  elections  for  Councillors 
are  conducted,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and 
Common  Pleas,  as  the  February 
term  of  1847,  shall  appoint  judges 
and  clerks  for  the  said  election,  and 
said  Judges  and  clerks  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  pay  as  judges  and 
clerks  for  the  annual  election  of 
Councillors,  and  the  returns  of  said 
election  shall  be  made  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  the  delegates  elected 
shall  be  notified  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted, — 
that  the  persons  who  may  be  elec- 
ted to  said  convention,  shall  meet  in 
the  Town  of  Monrovia  on  the  first 
Monday  in  July,  1847,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  pay  per  day,  in- 
cluding travelling  expenses  when  in 
the  service  of  the  Commonwealth, 


in  lAheria. 

as  is  paid  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted, — 
That  the  convention  be  authorized 
to  appoint  its  own  officers  and  fix 
their  pay  to  be  drawn  by  an  order 
from  the  Commonwealth  Treasury 
in  the  usual  manner  of  disbursing 
Commonwealth  moneys,  but  in  no 
case  shall  such  pay  exceed  the 
amount  paid  such  officers  belonging 
to  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted, — 
That  they  shall  lay  the  same  before 
the  Governor  as  early  after  their 
adjournment  as  possible,  and  the 
Governor  shall  cause  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  draft  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  be  printed,  and  the  same  be  laid 
before  the  people  as  early  as  possible, 
and  the  people  in  their  respective 
towns  shall  decide  by  solemn  vote 
on  the  last  Monday  of  September, 
1847,  whether  the  draft  of  the  con- 
stitution so  submitted  shall  be  adopt- 
ed or  not:  those  voting  in  the  affir- 
mative shall  express  on  their  tickets, 
yea  ; those  voting  in  the  negative 
shall  express  on  their  tickets  nay. — 
The  Polls  shall  be  conducted  as 
aforesaid, — and  the  sheriff  of  the 
different  counties  shall  immediately 
transmit  the  result  of  said  election 
to  the  Governor,  and  should  there 
be  a majority  of  votes  in  favor  of 
adopting  the  constitution,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  immediately  on  ascer- 
taining the  fact  declare  the  same  by 
proclamation  to  be  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enact- 
ed,— That  in  case  there  be  a ma- 
jority for  rejecting  the  constitution, 
the  Governor  as  soon  as  he  is  assured 
of  the  fact  shall  order  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  give  immediate  notice 
to  the  delegates  to  meet  again  in 
convention,  who  shall  proceed  to 
prepare  another  draft  or  make  such 
amendments  as  will  best  suit  the 
wishes  of  the  people  : and  the  con- 
vention shall  be  entitled  to  the 
rights  as  are  provided  by  law.  The 
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new  draft  shall  be  laid  before  the 
people  as  aforesaid  for  their  adop- 
tion or  rejection,  and  should  it  be 
rejected  the  second  time,  the  Gover- 


nor shall  pursue  the  same  course  to 
have  it  amended  and  laid  before  the 
people  as  above,  and  so  on  until  it 
shall  be  adopted. 


(Our  .Sprinfl 

We  have  been  compelled  to  postpone  the 
sailing  of  the  emigrants  who  expected  to 
have  left  about  tins  time.  We  have  done 
it  most  reluctantly,  but  under  circumstan- 
ces which  we  could  not  avoid.  And  when 
our  friends  understand  the  facts  in  the  case, 
they  will  doubtless  approve  of  our  decision. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress  an 
Act  was  passed,  “ lo  regulate  the  carriage 
of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels.”  Mr. 
Secretary  Walker,  in  calling  the  attention 
of  collectors  to  this  .Act,  has  put  a forced 
construction,  as  we  believe,  on  a part  of  it. 
That  our  readers  may  have  a clear  view  of 
the  case,  we  insert  here,  both  the  act  and 
the  Secretary’s  circular : 

circular. 

Treasury  Department, 
March  17,  1847. 

The  particular  attention  of  the  officers 
of  the  customs  is  called  to  the  provisions 
of  an  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  regulate  the 
carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels,” 
approved  22d  February,  1847  ; and  also  to 
the  act  to  amend  the  aforesaid  act,  approv- 
ed 2d  March,  1847,  both  of  which  acts  are 
hereunto  annexed. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  by  the  amend- 
atory act  of  the  2d  instant,  the  regulations 
prescribed  in  the  law  of  the  22d  February 
last,  take  effect  and  go  into  operation  from 
and  after  the  31st  day  of  May  next,  in  re- 
gard to  all  vessels  arriving  from  ports  on 
this  side  of  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope  and 
Horn,  and  in  regard  to  vessels  arriving 
from  places  beyond  said  capes,  on  and  af- 
ter the  30th  day  of  October  next  ensuing. 
The  2d  section  of  this  act  also  repeals  so 
much  of  the  act  of  February  last,  “as  au- 
thorizes shippers  to  estimate  two  children 
of  eight  years  of  age  and  under  as  one  pas- 
senger in  the  assignment  of  room  ” in  the 
vessel. 

It  is  not  conceived  that  the  provisions  of 
the  aforesaid  acts  repeal  or  conflict  with 
those  of  the  act  “regulating  passenger 
ships  and  vessels,”  approved  2d  March, 
1819.  Hence  the  limitation  of  the  num- 
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ber  of  passengers  to  two  for  eveiy  live 
tons  of  the  vessel  according  to  custom- 
house measurement,  also  the  regulations 
in  regard  to  the  requisite  supply  of  water, 
provisions,  &c.,  and  the  penalties  prescrib- 
ed are  still  in  full  operation. 

It  is  strictly  enjoined  upon  the  officers  of 
the  customs  to  have  all  vessels  about  to  de- 
part for  foreign  ports,  or  arriving  therefrom 
with  passengers,  carefully  examined  to  see 
that  the  number  of  passengers  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  limit  fixed  by  law,  and  that  the 
space  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  22d  February  last,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  each  passenger  has  been  allot- 
ted, and  also  to  ascertain  that  due  compli- 
ance is  had  with  the  provisions  of  the  third 
section  regulating  the  construction  and  di- 
mensions of  Xbe  berths.  The  number  of 
tiers  of  berths  is  limited  by  the  act  to  two, 
with  an  interval  between  the  floor  and  the 
deck  or  platform  of  at  least  six  inches. 
Each  berth  is  required  to  be  “ at  least  six 
feet  in  length  and  at  least  eighteen  inches 
in  width  for  each  passenger.”  A separate 
berth  of  these  dimensions  must  be  provid- 
ed for  each  passenger,  and  it  cannot  be 
permitted  to  increase  said  dimensions  with 
a view  to  accommodate  more  than  one  per- 
son, as  the  law  clearly  contemplates  each 
berth  to  be  assigned  to  a single  passenger. 
Besides,  it  is  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  the  berths  are  not  to  interfere  or  en- 
croach upon  the  space  allotted  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act  to  each  passenger,  which 
is  to  be  of  the  prescribed  number  of  clear 
superficial  feet  of  deck,  according  to  the 
circumstances  mentioned  in  the  law. 

Children  of  eight  years  of  age  and  un- 
der are  each  to  be  considered  and  comput- 
ed a single  passenger. 

The  penalties  imposed  by  the  1st,  2d, 
and  3d  sections  of  the  act  must  be  rigidly 
eaforced  in  all  cases  of  a violation  of  the 
same. 

R.  J.  AVALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

AN  ACT  to  regulate  the  carriage  of  pas- 
sengers in  merchant  vessels. 

[Sec.  1.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  if  the  master  of  any  vessel,  oaned 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  a citizen  of  the 
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United  States  of  America,  or  by  a citizen 
of  any  foreign  country,  shall  take  on  board 
such  vessel,  at  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
a greater  number  of  passengers  than  in  the 
following  proportion  to  the  space  occupied 
by  them  and  appropriated  for  their  use,  and 
unoccupied  by  stores  or  other  goods,  not 
being  the  personal  luggage  of  such  passen- 
ger, that  IS  to  say,  on  the  lower  deck  or 
platform,  one  passenger  for  every  fourteen 
clear  superficial  feet  of  deck,  if  such  ves- 
sel is  not  to  pass  within  the  tropics  during 
such  voyage  ; but  if  such  vessel  is  to  pass 
within  the  tropics  during  such  voyage, 
then  one  passenger  for  every  twenty  such 
clear  su])erficial  feet  of  deck,  and  on  the 
orlop  deck,  (if  any,)  one  passenger  for 
every  thirty  such  superficial  feet  in  all 
cases,  with  intent  to  bring  such  passengers 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  snail 
leave  such  port  or  place  with  the  same, 
and  bring  the  same,  or  any  number  there- 
of, within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  aforesaid,  or  if  any  such  master  of  a 
vessel  shall  take  on  board  of  his  vessel  at 
any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  any  greater 
number  of  passengers  than  the  proportions 
aforesaid  admit,  with  intent  to  carry  the 
same  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  every ' 
such  master  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a I 
misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof 
before  any  circuit  or  district  court  of  the 
United  States  aforesaid,  for  each  passen- 
ger taken  on  board  beyond  the  above  pro- 

fiortions,  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
ars,  and  may  also  be  imprisoned  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  one  year : Provided, 
That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  per- 
mit any  ship  or  vessel  to  carry  more  than 
two  passengers  to  five  tons  of  such  ship  or 
vessel. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
if  the  passengers  so  taken  on  board  of  such 
vessel,  and  brought  into  or  transported 
from  the  United  States  aforesaid,  shall  ex- 
ceed the  number  limited  by  the  last  section 
to  the  num  her  of  twenty  in  the  whole,  such 
vessel  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States 
aforesaid,  and  be  prosecuted  and  distribut- 
ed as  forfeitures  are,  under  the  act  to  regu- 
late duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
if  any  such  vessel  as  aforesaid  shall  have 
more  than  two  tiers  of  berths,  or  in  case, 
in  such  vessel,  the  interval  between  the 
floor  and  the  deck  or  platform  beneath  shall 
not  be  at  least  six  inches,  and  the  berths 
well  constructed,  or  in  case  the  dimensions 
of  such  berths  shall  not  be  at  least  six 
feet  in  length,  and  at  least  eighteen  inches 
in  width,  for  each  passenger  as  aforesaid, 
then  the  master  of  said  vessel,  and  the 
owners  thereof,  severally,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  and  j 


' every  passenger  on  board  of  said  vessel  on 
such  voyage,  to  be  recovered  by  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid,  in  any  circuit  or  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  where  such 
vessel  may  arrive,  or  from  which  she  sails. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  it  shall  in  all 
cases  be  computed  that  two  children,  each 
being  under  the  age  of  eight  years,  shall 
be  equal  to  one  passenger,  and  that  chil- 
dren under  the  age  of  one  year  shall  not 
be  included  in  the  computation  of  the 
number  of  passengers. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  amount  of  the  several  penalties  impos- 
ed by  this  act  shall  be  liens  on  the  vessel 
or  vessels  violating  its  provisions  ; and  such 
vessel  may  be  libelled  and  sold  therefor  in 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  afore- 
said in  which  such  vessel  shall  arrive. 
Approved,  February  22,  1847. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “ An  act 
to  regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers  in 
merchant  vessels,”  and  to  determine  the 
time  when  said  act  shall  take  effect. 

[Sec.  1.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Statfs  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  the  act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of  pas- 
sengers in  merchant  vessels,  approved  the 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  shall,  in  regard  to 
all  vessels  arriving  from  ports  on  this  side 
of  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope  and  Horn, 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  thirty-first  day  of  May  next  ensuing; 
and  in  regard  to  all  vessels  arriving  from 
places  beyond  said  capes,  on  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  October  next  ensuing. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  said  act  as  authorizes  shippers  to 
estimate  two  children  of  eight  years  of  age 
and  under,  as  one  passenger,  in  the  assign- 
ment of  room,  is  hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  March,  2,  1847. 

From  this  act  it  will  be  seen  that  no  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  merchant  vessels 
and  packets,  or  vessels  built  expressly  to 
carry  passengers.  The  first  section  says, 
“ That  if  the  master  of  any  vessel,”  &c. 
Of  course  the  Liberia  Packet  is  sub- 
jected to  the  restrictions  of  this  act. 

Again,  it  will  be  perceived  that  vessels 
passing  within  the  tropics,  as  ours  do,  are 
compelled  to  allow  to  every  passenger 
“ twenty  clear  superficial  feet  of  deck.” 

It  is  also  required  that  each  passenger 
shall  have  a separate  berth  six  feet  long  and 
j eighteen  inches  wide.  There  can  only  be 
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two  tiers  of  berths  on  each  side  of  the  ves- 
sel. 

The  Secretary  says  that  the  berths  are 
not  to  interfere  with  the  space  occupied  by 
each  passenger.  That  is  to  say,  each  pas- 
senger is  to  have  twenty  superficial  feet  of 
deck,  together  with  one  half  the  deck  occu- 
pied by  the  two  berths,  which  is  just  nine 
feet.  This  then  gives  to  each  and  every 
passenger  twenty-four  and  a half  superfi- 
cial feet  of  deck. 

And  finally,  it  will  be  seen  that  every 
child,  young  or  old,  big  or  little,  is  to  be 
counted  a full  passenger.  If  a child  be  un- 
able to  walk  alone,  or  too  young  to  keep 
itself  in  a berth,  still  it  must  have  a berth 
six  feet  long  and  eighteen  inches  wide,  and 
twenty  superficial  feet  of  deck  beside,  to 
crawl  about  in ! 

The  Liberia  Packet  was  constructed  ex- 
pressly for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
passengers.  By  reference  to  ourWuinber 
for  November  last,  our  readers  will  see  the 
plan  of  the  cabin  for  emigrants.  It  fur- 
nishes sufficient  room  and  convenience  for 
one  hundred  and  seventy  emigrants,  counting 
every  two  children  for  one  passenger. 

The  law  of  March  2d,  1819,  “ regulating 
passenger  ships  and  vessels,”  allows  any 
vessel  to  carry  two  passengers  for  every 
five  tons  of  the  vessel.  The  Liberia  Packet 
measures  331  tons,  and  therefore  had  a 
right  to  carry  one  hundred  and  thirty-tw’o 


passengers,  counting  two  children  for  one 
passenger. 

But  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  she  can  carry  only  thir- 
ty-seven ! There  is  a difference  ! 

In  view  of  this  state  of  things  the  Com- 
pany owning  the  Packet  determined  not  to 
send  her  to  Liberia  this  spring,  but  to  await 
an  alteration  of  the  law,  or  some  construc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  by  which  she  shall  be 
exempt  from  its  operation ! They  spent 
upwards  of  $3,000  in  fitting  up  the  emi- 
grants’ cabin. — They  therefore  cannot  af- 
ford to  run  her  with  only  37  emigrants  in 
her. 

Were  we  to  charter  a vessel  now  to  car- 
ry out  emigrants  under  the  operation  of  this 
law,  each  emigrant  would  cost  us  more  than 
four  times  what  we  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  paying.  Our  friends  will  at  once  per- 
ceive that  this  would  be  an  expense  which 
we  have  not  the  funds  to  meet.  We  have 
therefore  determined  to  wait,  and  see  what 
can  be  done.  As  the  abovementioned  act 
was  undoubtedly  passed  mainly  to  regulate 
the  bringing  of  emigrants  into  our  own 
country,  and  as  there  is  a manifest  differ- 
ence between  carrying  emigrants  in  a mer- 
chant vessel,  and  in  a regular  Packet,  we 
cannot  but  hope  we  shall  succeed  in  getting 
a dispensation  from  the  act,  till  Congress 
meets  again,  when  it  will  undoubtedly  be 
suitably  amended. 


Ifettcr  from  tlje  ^on. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before 
our  readers  the  following  highly  beautiful 
and  interesting  letter  from  a gentleman  well 
known  in  all  parts  of  our  country.  We 
trust  he  will  pardon  us  for  publishing  a 
private  letter,  written  in  answer  to  one  in- 
forming him  that  he  had  been  elected  a 
Vice  President  of  the  Society: 

Athens,  March  ISth,  1847. 

Dear  Sir; — I accept,  with  pleasure,  the 
ofliice  of  Vice  President,  conferred  on  me 
by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  at 
its  last  meeting.  It  is  an  honor  of  which 


3o  e.  -fumpkin. 

one  may  well  be  proud — to  have  their 
names  enrolled  in  any  enterprise  with  those 
of  Jefferson,  Madison,  Marshall,  Monroe, 
Carroll,  Crawford,  and  Clay,  and  many 
other  bright  worthies  who  were  and  are, 
the  firm  and  efficient  friends  of  African 
Colonization.  I love  and  have  long  loved 
this  noble  cause.  It  is  the  only  efficient 
scheme  which  philanthropy  has  yet  devis- 
ed for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
negro  in  this  country  and  for  diffusing  the 
blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity 
through  the  lands  of  his  fathers. 

-\nd  we  must  not  despise  this  day  of 
small  things.  This  fair  earth  was  once 
without  form  and  void ; but  the  spirit  of 
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the  Almighty  moved  upon  the  face  of  the 
waters  and  the  chaotic  mass  was  converted 
into  a scene  of  surpassing  beauty  and  gran- 
deur— 

^ In  every  heightened  form 
This  finished  fabric  rose.” 

Faith  in  Nicodemus  when  he  came  to 
Jesus  by  night  was  only  a grain  of  mustard, 
the  smallest  of  all  seeds.  Trace  the 
same  principle  to  maturity,  and  it  lays  by 

Earental  hands  an  only  son  on  the  altar  of 
urnt  offerings;  carries  Daniel  into  the 
lion^s  den  ; builds  an  ark,  and  floats  Noah 
and  his  family  over  a deluged  world;  sub- 
dues kingdoms  ; quenches  the  violence  of 
fire  ; opens  a passage  through  the  Red  Sea; 
prostrates  the  walls  of  Jericho;  heals  the 
sick;  raises  the  dead;  and,  in  the  plenti- 
tude  of  its  omnipotence, it  says  unto  the  Sun, 
“ Stand  thou  still  upon  Gideon  ; and  thou 
Moon  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon” — and  those 
mighty  orbs  instantly  arrested  in  the  midst 
of  heaven. 

How  improbable  that  Abraham,  an  exile 
from  Chaldea,  should  become  the  father  of 
many  nations.  At  length  the  set  time  to 
favor  Israel  arrives,  and  under  David  and 
Solomon  the  Jews  rise  to  great  splendor 
and  take  their  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth  as  a rich,  pow'erful,  and  heroic 
people. 

Behold  Greece  ; to  day  she  is  a horde  of 
savages.  A few  colonists  from  Egypt  and 
Pheiiicia  invaded  the  coast  and  mingled 
with  the  native  tribes.  Contemplate  her 
greatness  and  glory  after  her  splendid  vic- 
tory over  the  Persian  host  on  the  plains  ol' 
Marathon.  Her  dominion  reaches  from 
Cypress  to  the  Bosphorus,  and  from  Pon- 
tu.s  to  Crim  Tartary — an  extent  ofone  thou- 
sand miles  and  embracing  intermediate 
islands.  Her  navy  rides  every  sea  in  tri- 
umph ; her  cities  adorned  w'ith  sculpture 
and  architecture,  the  broken  fiagments  of 
which  still  remain  and  raise  our  ideas  and 
admiration  to  the  highest  possible  pitch  of 
attainable  perfections  in  the  arts. 

Trace  the  history  of  Rome  from  her  ori- 
gin to  the  meridian  of  her  renown,  and  the 
boldest  presumption  will  hesitate  to  predict 
from  whal  is,  that  which  is  to  be.  In  her 
infancy  you  behold  a few  shepherds  and 
adventurers  planted  by  Romulus  on  the 


] banks  of  the  Tiber,  constituting  the  one 
fourth  part  only  of  a people  whose  whole 
territory  measured  fifty  miles  in  length  and 
sixteen  in  breadth.  How  changed  her 
condition  when  she  had  climbed  to  the  sum- 
mit of  her  elevation  under  the  imperial 
Trajan!  Her  magnificent  metropolis, 
bounded  by  a circiimlerence  of  fifty  miles, 

I and  including  more  than  a million  of  inha- 
bitants. View  her  temples,  palaces,  am- 
phiiheatres,  fountains,  bridges,  aqueducts, 
marbles  and  monuments.  How  imposing 
the  prospect ! Her  eagle  stretching  its 
wings  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  in  Bri- 
tain to  Mount  Atlas  in  Africa — and  from 
the  Euphrates  to  the  Western  Ocean — and 
covering  under  their  shadow  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  soldiers  and  subjects! 

How  signal  the  transformation  in  our 
own  Government ! But  1 will  not  dwell 
on  Plymouth  and  Jamestown — nor  of  the 
colonization  of  the  United  States  generally, 
begun  in  1.584  by  Raleigh,  and  ended  in 
1732  by  Oglethorpe.  Less  than  two  cen- 
turies ago,  w'e  were  thirteen  colonies, 
stretched  along  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic. 
Already  our  number  of  States  is  more  than 
double;  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
we  shall  be.  But  the  day  is  coming  when 
Greece  and  Rome,  teeming  as  they  did 
with  their  myriads  of  inhabitants,  will  be 
a desert  in  point  of  population,  in  wealth, 
and  true  greatness,  compared  with  this 
country. 

Let  none  then  deride  this  undertaking, 
much  less  attempt  to  arrest  its  progress. — 
To  do  so,  is  treason  to  the  best  interest  of 
this  race,  in  both  quarters  of  the  globe. 

Your  letter,  sir,  found  me  engaged  in 
endeavoring  to  persuade  a bachelor  friend 
with  whom  the  wellare,  present  and  future, 
of  his  slaves  is  an  object  uppermost  in  his 
heart,  to  send  them  to  this  land  of  promise 
to  them  and  their  ofl'spring — the  native 
home  of  the  African — the  grave-yard  of 
every  other  race.  I esteem  it  a privilege, 
I assure  you,  to  labor  in  this  great  and  good 
work. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

JOS.  HENRY  LUMPKIN. 
Rev.  Wm.  McLain, 

Washington  City. 


Hotirc  to  tl)c  Clrrop  of  oil  jDcnomiiiotiono, 


Colonization  Roo.ms, 

Washington  City,  Feb.,  1847. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: — We  are  now 
making  an  effort  to  interes^the  Clergy 


generally  in  Colonization,  and  induce  them 
to  take  up  collections  in  their  churches, 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  I take  the  lib- 
erty of  sending  you  herewith,  a copy  of 
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the  African  Repository,  and  propose  that 
we  will  send  it  to  you  gratis  for  one  year, 
if  you  are  willing  to  receive  it.  Then,  if 
you  are  inclined  to  aid  the  cause,  by  tak- 
ing up  a collection,  or  in  any  other  way, 
we  will  continue  to  send  you  the  Reposi- 
tory gratis.  If  not,  you  can  ask  your  post- 
master to  notify  us  to  discontinue  it. 

Allow  me  to  express  the  hope,  that  this 
proposition  will  meet  with  your  cordial 
approval,  and  that  great  good  will  result 
therefrom. 


Every  day’s  experience  convinces  us  of 
the  immense  importance  of  Colonization 
to  our  own  country  and  to  Africa,  and  of 
the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
our  operations,  and  w'e  find  the  circulation 
of  the  Repository  exceedingly  useful  in 
this  respect. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  McLAIN, 

Secretary. 


iTrotn  fibcrta. 


The  Methodist  Missionary  Board  have 
recently  received  advices  from  Monrovia 
of  the  severe  indisposition  of  most  of  the 
white  members  of  that  mission.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Benliam,  the  superintendent  of  the 
mission,  was  greatly  reduced  by  repeated 
attacks  of  fever,  and  when  he  last  wrote 
was  obliged  to  do  so  while  on  his  bed.  He 
would  visit  the  Cape  de  Verds  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  offered;  and  if  his  health  is  not 
improved,  he  will  return  to  the  United 
States  in  the  spring.  Mrs.  Wilkins,  the  ex- 
cellent and  indefatigable  school  teacher. 


was  expected  to  accompany  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benhamto  the  Western  island.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Hoyt  has  received  permission  to  return 
home.  We  think  it  is  now  well  ascertained 
that  the  climate  of  Africa  will  not  suit  North- 
ern constitutions  of  white  men.  The  first 
superintendent  sent  out  by  the  Methodist 
Missionary  Society  was  a gentleman  born 
and  educated  in  the  West  India  islands,  and 
he,  although  frequently  enfeebled  by  at- 
tacks of  the  fever,  remained  in  Liberia 
several  years,  and  is  now,  we  believe,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 


3 t c m a of  3 

Missouri  Colonization  Society. — 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  on  the  28th  ult.,  at  St.  Louis.  Mr. 
Finley,  the  agent,  reported  that  he  had 
established  a paper  called  the  Liberia  Ad- 
vocate, of  which  he  had  circulated  twenty 
thousand.  He  had  met  with  many  diffi- 
culties and  an  astonishing  amount  of  igno- 
rance about  the  principles  of  the  society, 
but  most  of  the  prejudices  were  giving  way 
and  the  prospects  were  very  encouraging. 


Rcftiptsof  tijr  3lm«rtrtt 

From  the  20th  March, 

CONNECTICUT. 

By  Rev.  Samuel  Cornelius: — 

Flew  Britain — S.  J.  North,  $10, 

Henry  North,  $6,  Henry  Stan- 
ley, $5,  H . Butler,  Samuel  Hart, 

Gad  Stanley,  Wm.  H.  Smith, 
each  $2,  E.  Peck,  C.  M.  Lew- 
is, Rev.  S.  Rockwell,  each  .$1, 

H.  M.  Butler,  O.  S.  North, 

each  50  cts S3  00 

Bristol — Thomas  Barnes,  $10,  £. 


:t(llt{|Mtrt. 

The  Slave  Trade, — Mr.  Wise,  Min- 
ister to  Rio  Janeiro,  states  that  the  United 
States  schr.  Enterprise,  which  was  con- 
demned at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  two 
years  ago,  has  made  three  successful  voy- 
ages to  Africa  after  slaves,  and  is  now  on 
the  fourth.  She  sold  for  $1,500,  and  in 
three  months  cleared  her  owners,  to  his 
knowledge,  $0,500. 


n Colonijation  Socittij, 

to  the  20th  April,  1847. 


C.  Brewster,  Captain  Darrow, 
each  $3,  C.  Boardinan,  $2,  A. 

Norton,  50  cts.,  E.  Ingraham, 

Ambrose  Peck,  each  $1,  J.  M. 

Thomas,  25  cts 20  75 

Terryville — Mr.  Terry 10  00 

Plymouth  Hollow — Seth  Thomas, 

Sen.,  $10,  Seth  Thomas,  Jr.,  $5.  15  00 

Waterirury — Wm.  H.  Scovill,  $10, 

Rev.  Mr.^Clark,  $2 12  00 

JVew  Haven^.  Day,  Henry  White, 
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each  |ilO,  E.  AV.  Blake,  cash, 

S.  Collins,  D.  Kimberly,  A.  H. 

Maltby,  E.  C.  Sallisberry,  D. 

T.  VVoolsey,  B.  Silliinan,  AV. 
Bostwick,  T.  Bishop,  Mrs.  Sal- 
lisberry, each  $'5,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

AVaring,  E.  H.  Bishop,  each  $4, 

Geo.  T.  Marvin,  J.  L.  Kinsley, 

Rev.  S.  AV.  S.  Dutton,  Wm. 

Benson,  Hotchkiss  & AVhittle- 
sey,  cash,  each  $3,  A.  D.  Stan- 
ley, B.  Silliman,  Jr.,  A.  N. 

Skinner,  C.  A.  Judson,  R.  H. 

Starr,  N.  R.  Clark,  Mrs.  S, 

Bristol,  H.  N.  AVhittlesey,  King 
& Abby,  Hiram  Stevens,  each 
^2,  Nathaniel  W.  Taylor,  E. 

T.  Fish,  R.  Burret,  H.  Camp, 

A.  S.  Jerome,  Dr.  Ives,  Dr. 

Dows  Levi  Gilbert,  Geo.  Hoad- 
ley,  S.  M.  Basset,  Ann  Gardner, 

James  Murdock,  Jeremiah  At- 
water, Mrs.  Joel  Root,  Henry 
A.  AA’ilcox.  E.  L.  Cleveland,  J. 

Ritter,  Mrs.  Apthorpe,  E.  N. 
Thomson,  A.  Bradley,  Dr. 

Hooker,  each  $1,  Alvan  AVil- 

cox,  gtl  50,  Mr.  Noyes,  50  cts.  234  75 
Middletown — A friend,  $10,  Sam’l 
Rirssel,  $5,  T.  R.  Alsop,  Mrs. 

Dana,  A friend,  each  $3,  Rev. 

Dr.  Olin,  Mrs.  AA^atkinson,  Dr. 
AVoodward,  each  $2,  Dr.  Casey, 

Rev.  Mr.  Crane,  each  $1 32  00 

Meriden — Gen.  AV.  Booth,  $1  50, 

James  S.  Brooks,  $3  .50,  Char- 
les Parker,  $5,  John  Parker, 

$2,  L.  Birdsley,  $2,  J.  H.  But- 
ler, John  Butler,  Dr.  Barlow, 

Philo  Pratt,  Dr.  B.  H.  Catlin, 

Nathan  Sanford,  each  .$1 20  00 

Derby  and  Birmingham — G.  AV. 

Shelton,  $3,  D.  M.  Basset,  $3, 

N.  B.  Sanford,  $2,  R.  N.  Bas- 
sett, $2,  Joseph  Shelton,  T. 

AVallis,  P.  Phelps,  Rev.  Mr. 

Ashley,  each  $4,  Mrs.  Sher- 
wrood,  50  cts.,  H.  Whitney,  50 
cts.,  H.  N.  Hawkins,  25  cts. . . 15  25 

Stratford  Mr.  Pratt,  L.  H Russel, 
each  $2,  D.  P.  Judson,  Mrs. 

Hawes,  Susan  Hawes,  Matilda 
Hawes,  Mary  Tomlinson,  Mrs. 
Lindsley,  Daniel  Judson,  Mrs. 

J.  W.  Sterling,  each  $1,  J.  J. 

Booth,  Mrs.  Tomlinson,  C. 

Gilbert,  each  50  cts 13  50 


315  50 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York  City — James  Boorman, 

Esq.,  subscription  toward  the 
$15,000  fund  to  purchase  terri- 
tory  1,000  00 


NEW  JERSEY. 

By  Rev.  Samuel  Cornelius  : — 
Newark — Samuel  H.  Gardner,  Dr. 
A.  L.  Smith,  Hon.  AVilliam 
AVright,  each  $10,  Tompkins 
& Co.,  for  Newark  lime  and  ce- 


ment Co.  $31 61  00 

Elizabethtown — R.  T.  Haines.. . . 10  00 

Trenton — Sam’l  R.  Gumery,  $20, 

Judge  J.  F.  Randolph,  $10, 

AVm.  L.  Dayton,  $3,  Joseph 

Brearly,  $l 34  00 

Princeton — Hon.  R.  S.  Field,  $20, 

E.  T.  Lyon,  $2,  Rev.  B.  H. 

Rice,  Joseph  Henry,  Win.  L. 

Rogers,  M.  B.  Hope,  each  $5..  42  00 

Madison — Abraham  Britton 10  00 

Morristown — James  Wood,  Esq. 
in  full  of  his  subscription, 

$36  40,  J.  F.  Voorhees,  $5...  41  40 

Belvidere — G.  R.  King 20  00 

Mount  Holly — Rev.  S.  Cornelius, 
to  constitute  his  son,  Samuel 
Cornelius,  Jr.,  a life  memberof 
the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety  30  00 

243  40 

KENTUCKY. 

By  Rev.  Alexander  M.  Cowan  : — 

Mason  Co.— Edward  Cox 5 00 

Bath  Co. — Ladies  of  Mt.  Olivet 
Church,  to  con.stifute  Rev.  Gil- 


bert Gordon  a life  member  of 
the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety  30  00 

Franklin  Co. — A.  G.  Hodges,  $20, 

H.  I.  Bodley,  J.  Swigert,  each 
$10,  Edm.  H.  Taylor,  Gov.  R. 

P Letcher,  Col,  James  David- 
son, each  $5 55  00 

Woodfoid  Co. — David  C.  Hum- 
phries, .$20.  Mrs.  M.  Alexan- 
der, $5,  H,  B.  Lewis  $3.... ...  23  00 

Scott  Co. — H.  Stevenson,  $10, 

Charles  Eckles,  Dan’l  G . Hatch, 

Milton  Birch,  J.  H.  Daviess, 

Rev.  E.  Stevenson,  each  $5, 

Dr.  J.  Ewing,  $3,  Charles 
Nichols,  Rev.  Dr.  Malcom, 
each  $2,  T.  F.  Johnson,  E. 


N.  Elliott,  H.  Rankin,  each$I.  45  00 

Zou!St’i7Zc-Mis.  E.T.  Bainbridge.  3 00 

Nicholas  Co. — Ezra  Howe,  John 

E Corning,  each  50  cts 1 00 

Fayette  Co. — Prof.  J.  Barker,  Jno. 
Caldwell,  J.  M.  C.  Irwin,  Jas. 

H.  Allen,  James  C.  Todd,  Mrs. 

Dr. Scott,  each  $5,  Mrs. E. Skill- 
man,  $2 32  00 


199  00 

GEORGIA. 

By  Rev.  Thos.  C.  Benning:  — 
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Receipts. 
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.jlxigusla— Rohe vt  Campbell,  Esq. 

JRobert  E.  Poe,  Esq.  each  l&lO, 

Col.  Henry  II.  Cumminp;,  $.5..  25  00 

Alhens — Prof.  C.  F.  McCay,  $10, 

Ilev.  Dr.  A.  Church,  $5,  Prof. 

Le  Count,  $5,  Albon  Chase,  $o, 

C.  B.  Lyle,  .$1,  Hon.  Asberry 
Hull,  .g5,  T.  Bishop,  $’5,  S.  J. 

Mays,  $5,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hamil- 
ton, $7,  Dr.  Henry  Hull,  ijiil.. . 49  00 

74  00 

INDIANA. 

By  Rev.  B.  T.  Kavanaugh  : — 
Knightsiown—ti.  Bigger,  H.  Muz- 
zy, S.  Muzzy,  S.  Culbertson,  J. 

B.  Low,  J.VVoods,  cash,  H.Bell, 
each  ig(l,  VV.  M.  Lowery,  Miss 
Hamilton,  Miss  H.  Muzzy,  R. 

M.  Grubbs,  L.  Grillith,  F.  Hall, 

Mary  Hall,  each  50  cents.  Miss 
F.  Ann  James,  31  cents.  Miss 
Rebecca  Burt,  Miss  Hannah 
Burt,  Mrs.  S.  Lowery,  Miss 
Margaret  GritKlh,Miss  Hannah 
Foot,  John  V/eaver,  George  Da- 
vis, H.  Dillon,  J.  Larent,  and 
Mrs.  R.  Griffith,  each  25  cts.. 

Miss  Sarah  Lemonouski,  10  cts.  14  41 
Cnitrcville — James  Thorp,  andDr. 

J.  Pritchet,  each  ijl,  G.  M. 

Beswick,  W.  Noble,  Thomas 
Adams,  Miss  M.  Tliorp,  each 
50  cents,  M.  M.  Ray,  Esq,,  E. 

H.  Hudson,  T.  Gentry,  W.  F. 
lung,  J.  Stevens,  M.  W.  Jack, 

W.  T.  Tennis,  Rev.  W.  L. 
Hiifi’man,  A.J.Line,  Rev  J.Ear- 
ly.  Miss  Abigail,  S.  Hort,  J H. 
Williams,  each  25  cents.  Miss 
M.  E.  Newman,  20  cents,  IVl, 

Hoslon,  C.  Vannamon  and 
Delia  Line,  each  12i  cents,  Jno. 

IValls,  10  cents,  (deduct  for 
sexton  of  church,  75  cents)...  6 92 
Liberty — Isaac  Conweli,  $2  50, 

Robert  Coly,  $2,  E.  Burnsides, 

Joseph  Williams,  J.  W.  Scott, 
each  $1,  I.  Coombs,  Dr.  Chit- 
wood, Dr.  Campbell,  I.  Varter, 

Wm.  Bryant,  H.  J.  Shamborie, 
each  50,  J.  M.  Conweli,  J.  P. 
Notamsenby,  L.  Tesber,  J. 

Leech,  W.  Wilson,  Cynthia 
Ann  Gold,  M.  Hollingsworth, 

Byram,  each  25  cents,  Albert 
Moore  and  H.  White,  each  12| 
cents,  W.  Farnsworth,  V.  New- 
man, and  George  Williams, 
each  10  cents,  Margaret  Farns- 
worth, 5 cents 13  10 


34  43 
#1,871  33 


j FOR  REPOSITORY 

I Massachusetts. — By  Rev.  Dr. 
Tenny--Sowf/i  £rai/tiree—E.  F. 

Pope,  to  April,  1848,  §1  50. 
Weslborough — S.  M.  Griggs, 
for  1846,  $1  50,  Nathan  Fisher, 
to  March,  ’48,  ^1  50,  Geo.  N. 

Sibley,  to  Jan.,  1847,  #1  .50. 
Medford— Red..  Jonathan  Stet- 
son, to  April,  ’48,  §1  50,  Dr. 

Daniel  Swan,  to  April,  1848, 

$1  50.  Canton — Friend  Cjaue, 

I to  May,  ’47,  50  cts 9 50 

j Connecticut. — By  Rev.  Samuel 
Cornelius — J\'ew  Haven — Hen- 
ry White,  to  Jan.,  ’43,  .#1  50, 

John  Anketetl,  to  Jan.,  1847, 

I $1  50,  Willis  Warner,  to  Aug., 

’47,  $1  50,  Capt.  H.  S.  Soule, 
to  Jan.,  ’47,  $l  50.  Meriden — 

Gen’l  W.  Booth,  to  Jan.,  1848, 

$1  50,  Rev.  Harvey  Miller,  to 
July,  1846,  $3.  IFest  Meriden 
— James  S.  Brooks,  Esq.,  to 

April,  184S,  #1  50 12  00 

New  York. — By  Capt.  George 
Barker — New  York  City — N. 

B.  Wilber,  to  Februar)’,  1847, 

#1,  John  P.  Ridner,  Rev.  Chas. 

L.  Stewart,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  JMc- 
Neven,  each  to  Jan.,  1848,  $2, 

D.  S.  Giegory,  to  Jan.,  ’48,  #6, 

Dr.  G.  Van  Doren,  Maj.  Win. 

Pophain,  N.  Taylor,  M.  E. 

I Thompson,  each  to  Jan.,  1848, 

#2,  sundry  subscri[)tioiis,  #40.  01  00 

New  Jersey. — Blawenburgh — 
Cornelius  S.  Stryker,  for  the  6th 
number  ol  the  African  Reposi- 
tory, Vol.  22 12 

ViRGiNi.A. — Richmond — Mrs.  E. 

Minor  Attkesson,  to  Jan.,  ’49..  3 00 

Georgia. — By  Rev.  Thomas  C. 

Benning — Augusta — Col.  Hen- 
ry H.  Gumming,  to  1 January, 


1817 6 00 

hovisiAJi  A.--Madisonvilte — Gen’l 
David  B.  Morgan,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1849 5 00 

Indiana. — By  Rev.  B.  T.  Kavan- 


augh— Knightstown — Rev.  R. 

H. Calvert,  to  April,  ’48,  40,  cts. 

J.  Lower)',  to  April, ’48,  #1  50,  1 90 

Illinois. — Hartford — Rev.  John 


Crawford,  lor  ’45-6 3 00 

Total  Repository 101  62 


Total  Contributions 1,871  3.3 


$1,975  85 
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